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INTRODUCTION
This short book comprises some of the experiences and 
encounters that the people of Milne Bay Province had 
during the time when World War Two came to Papua 
New Guinea.
The men and women whose stories are included in 
the book took part in a study during March and April of 
2017. They were interviewed by a small team comprising 
Dr Anne Dickson-Waiko, Mr Keimelo Gima and Ms 
Elisabeth Taulehebo of the University of Papua New 
Guinea.
The interviews took place as part of a larger project that 
reached across parts of Papua New Guinea that had 
been most affected by the War, including Central, Milne 
Bay, Morobe, Northern, and New Ireland Provinces. This 
larger project has resulted in more than two hundred 
people being interviewed and the recordings can be 
heard at the PNG National Museum and Art Gallery 
in Port Moresby and online at the Voices from the War 
website: http://pngvoices.deakin.edu.au.
While the interviews all demonstrate how Papua New 
Guineans lived through the ordeal of World War Two, 
the nature of their experience varied in each of the 
Provinces that have been covered in the exercise. In 
Milne Bay Province, the interviews tell us about how the 
people witnessed one of the most important battles 
of the War; the Battle of Milne Bay, from late August to 
early September. This was the first time that Japanese 
forces had been defeated on land. After the Battle, the 
lives of people of Milne Bay continued to be affected 
by the War, as thousands of Allied servicemen and 
women were stationed in the area. There was also 
a large number of bases, airfields, ports and other 
installations constructed. The influx of foreign soldiers, 
sailors, nurses, engineers, and other service people 
from America and Australia created many challenges 
and opportunities for the people of Milne Bay. Men 
from Milne Bay, who had been recruited as labourers 
or soldiers with the Papuan Infantry Battalion, also 
travelled to many different parts of Papua New Guinea.
The experience of the people of Milne Bay, who 
endured the first major battle of the War between the 
Japanese and the Allies, teaches us about their tenacity 
to survive the brutality of war. The valiant service of 
Milne Bay people with the Allies as soldiers, nurses 
or labourers shows us their bravery and dedication. 
After the frontline had moved on, the encounters local 
people had with the many thousands of foreign people 
who came to Milne Bay, demonstrates their resilience, 
strength, and ability to adapt to changing circumstances. 
These qualities were important then, and they remain 
vital now not only for the people of Milne Bay Province 
but for all Papua New Guineans.
These qualities of tenacity, bravery, dedication, 
resilience, strength, and adaptability can all be found in 
the stories of individual women and men from Milne Bay 
that are included in this book.
- Dr Jonathan Ritchie, Deakin University
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IN MEMORIAM
Dr Anne Dickson-Waiko, who led the project team 
in Milne Bay Province in March and April 2017, sadly 
passed away in April 2018. 
Dr Dickson-Waiko was a proud daughter of Milne Bay 
who was educated at Kwato, Port Moresby and Goroka, 
as well as in the United States and Australia. She was a 
distinguished and noted historian and is greatly missed 
by the Papua New Guineans and people from many 
parts of the world who knew her. Dr Dickson-Waiko 
was a great supporter of the research that has led to 
this book being produced and it is fitting that her last 
work involved her returning to the land of her birth and 
hearing the stories of the people from Milne Bay.
Dr Anne Dickson-Waiko (right) interviewing Mrs Baroni Douglas at Bou Village, Milne Bay, 12 April 2017. (Eric Tlozek, ABC News)
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MILNE BAY PREPARES FOR WAR
The war in the Pacific started with the attack on Pearl 
Harbor in Hawaii, by the Japanese on 7 December 
1941. After the attack Japanese Forces rapidly moved 
into southeast Asia and the southwest Pacific during 
December 1941. European civilians, including many of 
the missionaries, had been evacuated from the Milne 
Bay area in late 1941 and early 1942. Local people were 
needed to assist with the evacuations and fill the vacant 
positions left by the Europeans:
My grandfather... he’s of Greek descent, half-cast 
people. He was in Samarai and because of his fair 
skin or mix race background [he was] brought in 
by the white men to be [a] supervisor.... So round 
about 1941 they began evacuating, late after Pearl 
Harbour, into early 1942 evacuating all the foreigners 
to leave and the locals went over to Duabo and all 
these young men were enlisted to help out as aids. 
First some were helping the missionaries prior to the 
evacuation and when the missionaries left, they were 
brought in to help the forces coming in to occupy the 
grounds...
On February 26 the ANGAU [Australian New Guinea 
Administrative Unit] came into existence, so [my 
grandfather] was brought in as a Supervisor ... he 
moved between Samarai and Alotau supervising 
repair of damaged marine crafts.
Simon Basili
In early June 1942, Milne Bay was selected by the Allied 
forces as a suitable location to build an airfield, which 
could defend Port Moresby from a naval attack by 
the Japanese. Allied bombers would also be able to 
use the airfield to attack Rabaul, where the Japanese 
headquarters for New Guinea was located.
Work on the first airfield, known as No. 1 Airstrip, 
commenced during June near Gili Gili. Local people 
were recruited to work on building the airfield under 
the supervision of ANGAU, with support from American 
Engineer units. On 25 June the first Allied troops arrived 
in Milne Bay. More local people were recruited to help 
with the preparation for the influx of troops to the area:
[My uncle] was at least 20 or 21 years old when the 
war came... He was selected to be in the squad 
... he was taken to assist the Australians and 
the Americans. .... He was trained at Kwato as a 
carpenter... So, in 1942 he was recruited to work as 
a carpenter by the Australians, by ANGAU .... He was 
involved in the constructing buildings before the 
Japanese invaded. He worked here at Ahioma and 
also down at Wahuhuba. 
Timo Deiwili
Milne Bay men being taken to work in a RAAF truck, c. 1942. (Museums 
Victoria Collection, MM 120839)
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When [the Australians troops] landed, they came 
up towards Ahioma and Nigila and they asked us 
to sew sago leaves thatched for roofing and they 
brought dinghy and loaded them for their houses 
...  They loaded everything and took them down to 
build their houses. After that, they asked us to go 
to Lelegwagwa. There were numerous of them who 
came and filled this place, everywhere. So, we all had 
to move to Lelegwagwa.
Baroni Douglas
The main administrative centre in Milne Bay was 
situated on Samarai Island, located at the southeast end 
of the Bay, about fifty kilometres from where the airfield 
was being constructed. At the start of the War the island 
had an influx of Allied troops and equipment. This was of 
great interest to the young boys who lived on the island:
In 1942 I was seven years old and was living at 
Samarai. I was living ... with my mother ...and the 
army were offloaded on Samarai. The playground 
at Samarai was used by the army as their training 
ground and some bags were hung on the posts so 
their Sergeant will give instructions and they used 
to run, then jump and punch the bags. They were 
exercising. After their training and they are away 
resting, I used to go and imitate them. [It was] my 
turn to practise. Myself and another boy .... [he] would 
Postcard from Samarai pre-War c. 1919. (Source unknown)
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act as the commander and shout the instructions 
imitating what the white man said and I used to run 
and go and punch the bags. 
Russel Wakidosi
However, soon the play acting was over as the real war 
had arrived:
One day [when we were doing this] they told us to 
move away because the war was already coming. 
The government officers came and informed us to 
return to our villages because the war was coming 
soon. The government brought their boat named 
Panawina and we all got on to go to Ware. We 
travelled towards Ware direction but on the way 
we called in to the Engineer Group of Islands and 
were offloaded there on one of the islands called 
Tewatewa. There was another boat going up to 
Panaeati, so we got on and went up to Panaeati. 
From Panaeati, we travelled down to Brooker Island. 
We were living there and we heard that the Japanese 
landed on Nivan Island. 
Russel Wakidosi
Evacuations were taking place all over Milne Bay, 
however, some villagers were reluctant to leave their 
villages:
I was living with my family here when the government 
officers came and made awareness about the war. 
The awareness was made three times to warn us 
about the war that was coming any time and we 
were asked to be prepared for it. So, we were aware 
of the war before it reached us, but we were [still] 
caught by surprise and unprepared for it at the time 
it reached us. 
Nigebolena Buama 
There was awareness of the war done by the 
Australian Army and ANGAU to the people. They 
were here telling everybody that [they should go to a] 
safe place [ANGAU would] transport you people out, 
but my uncle and the family never went, they stayed 
here. I don’t know why they stayed back here. But I 
think they loved their home, so they didn’t want to 
leave. They went up to that place up in the hills. They 
may have been living on their gardens from previous 
gardening that they made.
Timo Deiwili
By the first week of August there were 6000 Allied 
troops in the Milne Bay area. By the end of August there 
were 7459 Australian and 1365 American servicemen 
stationed in Milne Bay. There were also two squadrons 
of Royal Australian Air Force aircraft.
Demolished buildings and storage tanks on Samarai Island, destroyed 
by Australian Military Forces before evacuating the island. All 
installations, storage tanks and some buildings were destroyed before 
the island was evacuated in 1942.  (Australian War Memorial, P026594)
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BATTLE OF MILNE BAY
The Japanese Military Command in New Guinea soon 
became aware of the Allied movements in Milne 
Bay. Due to the strategic importance of the area, the 
Japanese started to plan an invasion to capture the new 
Allied airfields and bases. The Allies, however, became 
aware of these plans thanks to new code-breaking 
technology. Local people were once again recruited to 
assist in the defence of Milne Bay against a Japanese 
invasion and air attacks:
My uncle was employed with the labour, the group 
of labourers that were involved with the digging of 
the trench and all those pits for the air raids. Before 
the war came, there was one week notice to them 
that the Japanese, their fleet of ships were coming 
this way. And then that week they mobilized the 
labourers to give them jobs and he was one of them 
involved. So, they were stationed at Sanderson Bay 
but before the Japanese landed, they dug about 
twelve L-shaped trenches. After the digging, they 
were so tired that they returned home and they slept 
at Wagawaga.
Joe Tore 
On 26 August, the Japanese landed hundreds of troops 
at Wahuhuba on the northern side of Milne Bay. 
On the evening of 26 August 1942, eleven Japanese 
landing barges went ashore at Wahuhuba about 
five kilometres east of Alotau by mistake. They 
were actually aiming for Gili Gili but sea haze and 
heavy rain limited visibility. If they had landed at Gili 
Gili, they would have bypassed Turnbull Airstrip … 
at Kainako. And easily taken Gurney No. 1 Airstrip 
and the results might have been quite different. The 
Japanese Forces then had to proceed on foot and 
with two tanks. 
There was continuous heavy rain which made the 
tracks very muddy and progress for the troops was 
very difficult. The fighting was often arm to arm 
combat especially around KB Mission and at Rabe 
and the Japanese managed to push the Australian 
troops all the way back to Turnbull airstrip. This 
Strip had only just been cleared, the Strip, Turnbull 
Airstrip. It ran roughly north from the coast for nearly 
two kilometres and was 120 metres wide. Clearing 
of the field was complete but the surface was boggy 
near the bay making it difficult for tanks to cross. 
The Australians had broad and clear field of fire 
with the hills at one end and the sea at the other. A 
barbed wire fence ran down the middle of the strip 
and mines had been laid along the eastern edge. The 
Japanese could not advance without crossing this 
open space and it was here that the Australians were 
waiting. 
So, they had a very big fight down at Kilabou side. 
Thus, the Japanese Force was finally defeated at 
Turnbull Airstrip on the 3rd of September...1942.
Muyawa Basinauro and Ruth [Basinauro] Kalo
The landings took many local people by surprise and 
they had to flee their villages:
When the enemy came, we were not prepared for 
it and one of my uncles, Nailina, and others were 
watching at the beach when they landed. We knew 
that this was not their planned landing place. They 
were aiming for Gili Gili but somehow, they ended up 
here. They came here but we don’t understand why 
and they landed at Wahuhuba. They started fighting 
as soon as they landed at Wahuhuba.
Nigebolena Buama
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The wreckage of one of the landing barges used by the 
Japanese during their unsuccessful invasion of Milne Bay in 1942. 
(Australian War Memorial, 026623)
Apeka is my father’s name... He was twelve years 
old when the invading Japanese Special Forces 
fleet of warships landed at Wahuhuba on the night 
in August. It was in 1942. Apeka and family fled that 
night by foot crossing over the mountains towards the 
North Coast bay. It was the most terrible experience 
my father would always recall; bombs exploding with 
heavy machine gun fire all night long. My father and 
his family took a few clothes and little food to take 
them over or cross over the mountains. They all spent 
the night in the garden before reaching North Coast 
the next day. It was all terrible he would always say. 
Joe Tore 
When the Japanese came, they put a horn and 
everybody ran away to shelters but only the fighters 
were on standby. We were still staying here when the 
Japanese came like this, in lines. I saw them coming 
but I didn’t get scared. I was standing and saw them 
coming. They [the Japanese] were trying to throw 
bomb to Gili Gili or Waigani but not enough because 
the [machine] gun was already positioned, very big 
machine gun. I saw some planes shot down and they 
sank into the sea but some went back.  
Rima Doboela
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Some local people were captured by the Japanese as 
they advanced toward the airstrips: 
So around eleven o’clock midnight, that’s when 
the Japanese already landed and made their way 
down and they arrested [my uncle and his friends]. 
The three of them... were captured by the Japanese 
that night. Okay these three were captured, they did 
not use handcuffs, but they used a hundred pound 
fishing line and they tied their hands, and they led 
them all the way down to the area, that’s now the 
Nako Marines, it used to be called Kwakwala. So, it 
took them about around eleven o’clock all the way to 
Kwakwala it was around three o’clock in the morning.
When the American soldiers who were stationed 
at the gun post at the top open fire and that’s the 
time they release them. Japanese crawled towards 
the gun post and these three were released and 
they have to fall into the drain and crawl away and 
escape. So, before they could escape, the third 
victim from Wahuhuba was killed. He was stabbed 
before that gun post. He tried to escape so they [the 
Japanese] held him against the tree and stabbed him 
with the bayonet. So, these two brothers they did not 
want to escape. They cooperated until when the guns 
were firing and then that’s where they escaped.
Joe Tore
The actual Battle of Milne Bay only lasted eleven days, 
however, it was a highly significant victory for the Allies:
Japanese invincibility was lost in the Battle of Milne 
Bay ...Milne Bay is much more important than 
Kokoda. Even in interviews, the Australians usually 
say when we ask our people they don’t know about 
it but if you ask the Yanks, the Americans they’ll say 
okay in the Pacific there are only three major battles; 
Midway, the Coral Sea and the Battle of Milne Bay 
because this was the turning point.
Nelson Mark 
Although the battlefront had moved on, from Milne Bay, 
the landscape and the lives of it people were changed 
forever:
He says before the war, Gili Gili was filled with 
coconuts, big coconut plantation. At the time of 
bombing, all the coconuts were burnt out and only 
the stumps were standing.
Galahodi Delidelito
Sign erected on a coconut palm stump near No. 3 Airstrip (Turnbull 
field) to mark the limit of the Japanese advance towards Gili Gili in 
September 1942. (John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland, 
World War II Photograph Album Bougainville and Milne Bay, 30166-
0001-0072)
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The wreckage of a Japanese type 95 Ha-Go light tank, used during the Battle of Milne Bay, 1942. 
(Australian War Memorial, 013318)
14  |   VOICES FROM THE WAR  |  MILNE BAY
man boss who instructed them what to do so they 
knew what they were doing.  After the bones were 
collected the white man used to transport them to 
the ship and they are carried away. The job was done 
by my father and his other men. They were supplied 
with gloves and disinfectant medicines to do their job. 
.... The river next to Gili Gili was also used to wash the 
bones of the dead soldiers. ... 
He didn’t like the job, but he had no choice because 
he was recruited to do the job and you know we 
Papuans were labourers back then. .... He had to 
do the job because there were a lot of dead bodies 
and the stench was really bad. But he was given 
medicines to protect him from other infections. There 
were medicines given for washing and drinking. After 
handling the bodies and when he returned home, he 
used to use the medicines to wash himself and drink 
medicines given to protect him.
Bigore Mikari
After the Battle of Milne Bay, the area was converted 
into a staging post for the Allied forces as the war 
continued against the Japanese in other parts of Papua 
and New Guinea:
The Japanese never reached this end. The Japanese 
came as far as Kainako and stopped. This place 
Ladava was a US Marine Base. Most of these cement 
blocks that we built buildings belonged to the US 
Marine Base. They had everything here. The Japanese 
never reached the Huhu area. They only came as far 
as Rabe, Kainako where that War Memorial is. That’s 
where they were defeated. They never came this way 
but only their aircrafts flew over or their ships firing 
bombs or whatever. But they did not reach this area 
by foot in person. This was concentrated with the 
Americans and the Australians. 
One of the things that my mum said was, the US were 
very good in the air, and the Australians were on the 
ground. They did a good ground job.
Margaret Cardigan
Local men were recruited to clean up after the battle, 
including collecting the dead soldiers: 
During the war, my father was given the role of 
gathering the bodies of dead soldiers... Men who 
were recruited were my father and few men and they 
were given the task to collect bones of dead soldiers. 
So, they would gather dead soldiers, burn them and 
wash the bones and load them inside plastic bags 
with their details attached.... They continued until all 
the bones were collected then they stopped.  That 
was part of my father’s job... They were doing this 
to the dead Australian and American soldiers and 
even the Japanese soldiers. The Americans and 
Australians were not plenty but there were a lot of 
dead Japanese soldiers....
That Maiwara River was closed and people were 
stopped from using it because it was used to wash 
the bones of the dead soldiers after they were burnt. 
The meats of the dead soldiers were washed off into 
the river and separated from the bones. The bones 
were dried then packed inside plastic bags. It was 
a tiring and hard work because they were manually 
doing the job. The bones were separated into two 
groups parts of the left side were loaded in different 
bag and parts of the right side also in different bag. 
The bones were separated but the person’s name 
was written to easily identify them. They had a white 
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The graves of Australian Air Force and army personnel who died during the Milne Bay campaign. The two closest graves are those of Squadron Leader P.B. 
Turnbull DFC, RAAF and QX4387 Lieutenant H.C. Salisbury of the 2/9th Australian Infantry Battalion. Milne Bay, 27 June 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 053233A)
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CIVILIAN DISPLACEMENT
The Battle of Milne Bay had forced many local people 
to flee their villages. However the largest civilian 
displacement occurred after the battle, when the Milne 
Bay area was transformed into a large staging post with 
airfields, docks, and other services supporting the Allied 
campaign against the Japanese.
Many people had to leave their villages to make way for 
army bases. The area continued to also be a target for 
Japanese attack via air raids:
They moved everybody from here. The Australian 
Administration came and burnt down the villagers’ 
houses especially at Gamadoudou Base camp. 
So, when they ... turned this place into an American 
landing base, they destroyed the place. 
They burnt the houses. So, like some important 
artefacts like war clubs, spears, boats and canoes, 
and all the important designs; all these things were 
burnt. … All of Gamadoudou foreshore was full of 
pontoons. On the reefs, pontoons are still sitting. And 
then reefs were dug and trenches were made.... And 
all the good land for gardening and all these were 
replaced by concrete slabs.
Galahodi Delidelito
My mother and the family, whole family went to Suau. 
The government took them over to Suau because ... 
it’s very dangerous living here because they can drop 
bombs. The army base was here, navy base and so 
that’s why this is the place where they used to be a 
base but for the place where they fight or war is over 
at Tawala side. So, when they recruit all these people, 
my father and others went to Tawala to work there. 
Their base was at Gili Gili. They used to work there.
Petilani Taulowani
 
The soldiers came to my village to occupy this 
location here. ... The government told the people 
that you have to be moved to Sivalai, Suau side. 
So, one army boat like a barge came and took all 
the Gamadoudou people, take us. I was ten years 
old...When the soldiers came, we leave this village, 
they come and burn down all the houses, damage 
everything. All the houses and everything they 
damage it. 
Rima Doboela
While some people were relocated in transport 
provided by ANGAU, other people had to walk long 
distances and fend for themselves:
From here they have to walk all the way to Suau. 
Because of the war they have to leave this village 
and go to Suau. It’s a bit far from here to Modewa 
across the mountains. They were in groups walking 
and the whole village. .... They decided to leave 
this village because they got scared. Some of their 
relatives were there. .... They were accepted well by 
the people there. They were not supplied food by the 
ANGAU or army. So, they looked after themselves on 
their own. They had to make gardens and survive. 
And make their own houses and stay in the village. 
After the war that’s when they returned back. We 
stayed there for about four years. 
Noweni Deboyamina
  
Some local people were able to establish new homes 
on their land. However the surrounding area became a 
hive of activity:
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In 1943, my grandfather made a hamlet in the 
mountains of Oya Nenehuna just above on the hill. 
Six months later they moved into this new home 
overlooking Bolebole at Toudidi Valley of Goilanai. 
[In the valley] a number of houses were built, road 
constructed, a mini theatre for the army and a 
military storeroom and kitchen were also constructed 
by the American Engineering Battalion. 
My grandfather normally visits this kitchen in the 
army camp once a month. Every month he gets 
food supply of tinned biscuits, bully beef, lolly water, 
candies, cigarettes and other food stuffs. So, this 
is where my father gets food supplies. ... Every time 
when my grandfather comes home, he jokes about 
coming from an American city, his children would 
rush for candies, lollies and laugh while watching the 
thick smoke rise up from the army camps down in 
the valley.
The noise of earth moving machines, rollers, dump 
trucks rattle all day long, hard stone bombers, 
kittyhawks like flying overhead like giant eagles and 
lights glitter all night long like the New York city.
Joe Tore
Woman prepares a meal made from army rations, Milne Bay c. 
1943. (John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland, World War II 
Photograph Album Bougainville and Milne Bay, 30166-0001-0062)
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and took them out from the cave and they came 
back to the village. There were some people living 
with them in the cave, like that old man Steward… 
they are from another village...They did custom like 
you know as I said my grandfather is a witchy man, 
so he did custom and they hid in the place. They were 
eating these wild yams, they go and roast them on 
the fire and they survived by eating them. And they 
also spear wild pigs and wallabies and cook them in 
the cave and they survived.
Barbra Damaya
 
[My mother] was worried about her husband in the 
war area. But she had most of her time and concern 
was on the children she was taking charge of. But 
she told the stories that when there was air raid, siren 
goes on and lights. That’s the time to go and hide into 
the air raid shelters, pits were dug for them to hide. 
She would usher the children and rushed them down 
under the tunnels until it’s over and they come out 
again. ...Every time they go underneath these tunnels 
and when the warning goes on she says, ‘My heart 
comes up to my mouth.’ And we use to say, ‘Ay mum, 
how does your heart comes up to your mouth?’
Taupili Palemeni
When people had to move from their villages, they were 
also moving away from their food gardens and they had 
to find alternative ways of finding food: 
When we went to Sivalai, it was like we were staying 
in the village, same as here, like we stayed at 
Sivalai. While we were living there, the government 
provided us with rations from 1942, 1943 and 1944. 
The government provide our rations for the people. 
And from the 1945, no rations. So, from there all the 
people moved back. We didn’t come with the boat 
but walked over the mountains.
Rima Doboela
Sometimes food was found in unexpected places:
There was surplus food, and some was found in 
the bushes. Tins of biscuits, some were in crates. My 
uncles and my grandfather came to look for food in 
the garden and they were walking along the beach 
and they saw a crate of green apples, very big ones 
that was washed ashore and the crate was broken 
and the beach was full of apples. And they don’t 
know what an apple is. So, my grandfather told his 
nephews and nieces and they collected and heaped 
them, and he told them, ‘You don’t eat. Watch me 
while I eat first.’ They watched and he took the first 
bite of the first apple and finished it, then he ate the 
Other people were relocated to other people’s land:
All the Goodenough people were transferred across 
to Kalokalo village that’s in the Fergusson Island to 
live there during the war. And then people from my 
place Fagululu and Yamalele used to bring food and 
greens to help them. The Australians also supplied 
them with food. So, when my people come and give 
them local food, okay these Goodenough people 
give them rice, tinned fish, tinned meat-six-pound 
meat. People from Kalokalo helped to build shelters 
for them to live in. They stayed there for a year. And 
when they returned to their places, their land was 
spoilt and even today they are having hard time 
gardening.
Robert Mamaga
With their men recruited by the Allies, women, children 
and old people were often left to fend for themselves:
My father was a little boy...He was born in 1941. [In] 
1942 his father [was recruited by the Allies]. [So], his 
mother ran away with him. They went and hid in the 
cave and my grandfather went and he had to fight. 
My father was little, a baby. ... They lived in the cave 
from 1942 to 1945. They found it very hard, but they 
had to stay there for ... their safety. They stayed until 
the end of the war when my grandfather came back 
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second one and continued eating. Because he told 
them, ‘If you see me die then throw everything away 
but if you see that I’m alright then you can eat.’ He ate 
the first one and second one and continued eating 
so they said to each other, ‘Eh this man is tricking us. 
This is food.’ So, they started eating too and the rest 
they loaded in their baskets. So instead of going to 
the gardens they filled their baskets with apples and 
returned to Guga.
The sea was filled with floating food and the beaches 
were also covered with food mostly in tins.
Russel Wakidosi
 
When we were small, we are so excited to see the 
war. We are happy because you know the food. 
When [they] bombed the ship, one of the ship that 
carries cargo [for] the army, they shot that ship and 
food is everywhere, apples and packs of food like tea 
and sugar, milk everything is inside, biscuits and we 
carry our bags and just go and pack, pack this food 
and we are so excited.
Margo Doilegu 
An example of tin rations that could be washed up after a supply ship had been bombed (State Library of South Australia, Bill Oldham Collection, PRG 
691/12/39)
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There was plenty food, enough for us. Each house 
they have to count how many people in the house 
so they supply that amount... They supply us by boat 
that come to Sivalai and the government was there. 
And they brought rations there and every Saturday 
people go and collect their food, every Saturday. 
...Flour, litres drum flour and rice and tin stuff and 
everything. They supply enough for us to eat and 
live. We don’t go hungry. Every week every Saturday 
we get rations once a week. From 1942, 43, 44. For 
three years. 1945 no rations so everybody move back. 
Because war was over so they can’t give you supply. 
War is over so people have to start coming back.
Petilani Taulowani
 
My mother said they were not hungry. They had 
plenty of food. She said ANGAU supplied us with a lot 
of food. She said they gave us tins of food, biscuits, 
chocolate. There were plenty, plenty to eat.  .... They 
were lucky. She said, we were never hungry there was 
always food. There was plenty of food available. She 
said there were tins of meat, six-pound meat. They 
had chocolates, lollies. She sometimes said we would 
find this food in the bushes everywhere.
Margaret Cardigan
ANGAU provided rations to people who had been 
evacuated from their villages:
They supplied them with food. My mum used to tell 
me about being supplied with navy biscuits in the tin, 
they enjoyed eating it and they love more the meat. 
It could be plenty food during the war. They were 
supplied with food, it depends on which areas, and 
some had lots of food and some few. I think where it 
seemed that ones that were picked up to go to safe 
areas, that’s where most supplies went, in the camps. 
Like refugee camps. Where my aunties and mother 
and uncles where they were just by themselves. So 
they were fed by themselves.
Timo Deiwili
Villages on Goodenough Island trading fresh produce with members of 
the RAAF, July 1943. (Australian War Memorial, PO2874.049)
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Children enjoying biscuit rations, 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 060901)
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Some areas were not supplied as well as others:
We were supplied with rations once in a month and it 
was not enough because there were a lot of people 
living there. Some of the people here went to Suau. 
The food was not enough because they used to 
distribute rice by pouring the grains onto laplaps and 
advised us to ration it well. Even sugar and biscuits. 
There were no dishes, so we had to spread laplaps 
and our food was rationed out. There were many of 
us.
Laudiyole Lolo
 
The local people who were still able to garden were 
able to trade their fresh produce with soldiers in 
exchange for some of the army rations:
My mother remained there while my father, elder 
sister Sinedalu and I used to come to the garden and 
harvest our vegetables. Sometimes we would pick 
ripe pawpaws to trade with the Australian soldiers at 
Hanabala. Both unripe and ripe pawpaws were taken 
to trade with the soldiers. They used to give us food in 
exchange such as biscuits, flour. The foods given to 
us are similar to the ones we buy at Alotau. The army 
was not supplying us with any rations, none that I can 
recall. We were trading instead in exchange for each 
other’s food.  From Guga, we used to walk all the way 
here to look for food and trade for the army’s food 
and return home. There were several other people 
apart from my father, sister and me.
Baroni Douglas
 
Trading food provided the local people with some 
interesting interactions with the young soldiers:
A good number of us coming to trade for food with 
the soldiers were young girls. The soldiers used 
to tease us, the young girls. One of the white man 
soldiers really liked me and he used to tease me a 
lot. He cried for me when I refused him. Don’t think 
that I am making a joke. He was an Australian man. 
He wanted to marry me, but I was really scared of 
him. My village councillor warned me and told me 
hide away. He said run away from this Australian 
man. I refused to make friends with the white man. 
You know I was scared of him because he was a 
soldier. They looked frightening to us with their guns 
and packs slung over their shoulders. The soldiers 
were too much of teasing, so I ran.
Baroni Douglas
The villagers did not only trade in fresh food. In this photo, two villagers 
have brought puppies to trade with the Australian soldiers. Milne Bay 
26 June 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 053240)
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The young soldiers were far from home and thus 
appreciated the friendship provided by local people:
[My mother’s family] built a house in the bush just a 
short distance away from Balaga and when these 
soldiers come up sometimes to this house, under 
the house they used to tell stories with my uncle, my 
mother’s brother whose name is Bill. They used to 
say, ‘Oh Bill we are drinking tea together but maybe 
tomorrow or the next day, we will be in heaven 
drinking tea with Jesus.’... My uncle’s name is William 
Temi and he was a teacher at that time when the 
war came, so he knew how to speak the English 
language and communicated with the Australians 
soldiers. He said the soldiers were very young. Some 
of them were very young soldiers, young as seventeen 
and eighteen years old.
Margaret Cardigan
Two young Australian soldiers, who were identical twins, posing with 
a father and his daughter in Milne Bay, 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 
P09566.001)
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This sketch of a young Australian solider sitting next to a smiling Papuan woman, with a pile of rations, was drawn by Corporal John Alexander French. Corporal 
French died during the Battle of Milne Bay and was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross. He died from injuries received when he attacked and silenced 
three Japanese machine gun posts. His action saved casualties among his comrades and assured the success of the attack. (Australian War Memorial, ART93092)
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After the Battle and for the remainder of the war, Milne Bay became an extremely busy port, filled with Allied ships. Milne Bay, c. 1944. (Argus 
Newspaper Collection of Photographs, State Library of Victoria, H98.100/2425.) 
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ARMY BASES
As well as the airfields that were constructed during 
1942 [‘Gurney’ and ‘Turnbull’], Allied forces began 
building large facilities supporting the War effort almost 
as soon as the Battle of Milne Bay was over. Bases for 
shipping including jetties, roads, electricity plants, fuel 
dumps, and hospitals were built at several locations 
including Ladava and Gamadoudou. In addition, housing 
for the many thousands of soldiers and sailors who 
passed through Milne Bay was constructed. For some 
young people it was exciting living near an army base:
I was about ten years old. I was born in 15 March 
1934. I was not scared of the war when it reached 
my home. I was excited about it because to me, the 
war was like a game. The war was on the other side 
at Gili Gili, Hagita and Waigani, that’s where the 
armies were living but only coloured people [African 
Americans soldiers], many coloured people they 
came and occupied this place here. They occupy this 
one. 
And their storeroom was at Wagawaga. All their 
rations were there, their cartridges, everything, 
bombs were stored at Wagawaga. At their store and 
this place was occupied by only coloured people.  
With the new faces in my place, I was not scared or 
anything. I felt like we were staying at home, we didn’t 
get scared because the war was over at Tawala side.  
Rima Doboela
It was the first time many people, especially the 
children, had seen foreigners:
That was my first time to see white skin people, 
although I heard of them. As I was growing up I did 
not see any until the war came and I saw them. 
When I saw them, I said to myself, ‘Oh, so that’s how 
dimdims look like and they have white skin.’ You know 
as children, we said to each other, ‘Aiyooi, what are 
these? Who are they? They told us that those were 
dimdims [whiteman]. Do you think they are your kind? 
How would you respond if they talk to you?’ They said 
to me.
But the Americans were good. They were kind and 
respectful to us. Like for instance if you are walking 
on the road, they will stop and load you in their truck 
and drop you off at your home.
Mary Lucy Goelu
 
That was [my mother’s] first time to see plenty 
dimdims and she was scared because they were 
soldiers. They saw them carrying guns. ... She 
couldn’t differentiate between the Australians and 
the Americans and the black Americans as well, she 
was too small to remember. … They just saw them 
as soldiers and war, so they ran away … they were 
confused. Because their very first time to see white 
people around here. 
Rodney Galahodi
 
There were interesting new things to do on the army 
Bases, but danger was never too far away:
One time I remember, there was a movie on and that 
movie was [an] African movie for Americans, [with the 
song] ‘Were you there when they crucified the Lord?’… 
So, we all went down. Only my mother and them went 
and they stop us [from going]. Not for children but 
we just force ourselves to go down. Our mother went, 
and she didn’t know that we were there too. We were 
there and ... [the] Japanese were looking, you know 
searching around so they put blackout, lights off. And 
the movie stopped. ‘Air raid, air raid. Air raid’ was on. 
Everybody was [scared] … no lights on in the villages. 
No lights. And they came ‘Zooooooom’ … After that 
time we had to move to the other side of the Bay.
Margo Doilegu
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Some young local men provided entertainment for the 
soldiers on their bases:
[My father] was getting along well with the 
Australians. And he said ... him and one of his best 
friends... some nights ... would walk down to the 
Australian Army camp to perform entertainment. ... 
He said ‘My friend used to play the mouth organ and 
I used to dance’. ... He said just any style [of dance], 
so long as it was an entertainment. He said at one 
time, they were dancing and then the Brigadier came 
down and found out because they were laughing, 
and it was too noisy. So, he came out and when he 
opened the door and looked in, he could see my dad 
dancing and his friend playing the mouth organ. So, 
he told the boys that when these two men finish the 
entertainment, you people give them food and smoke 
[tobacco].
Veronica Levi
 
Some young people were able to join in the sports 
played on the army bases:
My uncle, I think he was enjoying his life during the 
war, because [he was a] young boy and the war was 
exciting. ...He joined up with the sports and he was 
in the Boxing arena and he punch at the hanging 
balls ... I think they were taught to box by both the Children sing for airmen at the camp of No. 30 (Beaufighter) Squadron RAAF. Vivigani, Goodenough Island, 23 September. 1943. (Australian War Memorial, OG0150)
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Americans and the Australians. It was part of their 
recreation when they are not fighting. ... They told us 
about playing ping pong with the Americans and so 
forth. He was playing both with the white and black 
Americans.
Timo Deiwili 
Living under the military rule of ANGAU did not sit well 
with some of the residents of Milne Bay, as it curbed the 
freedom they once knew:
Cecil [Abel] ran afoul of the ANGAU because they 
wanted to control him. He was like a free agent and 
at one time they wanted him to give his itinerary when 
he was moving around. It was very pedantic, and 
he was getting sick of it. So, one day he went along 
to tell them what he was doing and where he was 
going – ‘I am going to so and so … and so and so’ and 
all that. And he said ‘Nue gai gili’, and the [ANGAU] 
guy wrote this down and then [Cecil] went off and 
shouted, ‘Look at this! I’ve now got to get a permit to 
go to the toilet’. Oh well we were teasing each other 
and having fun and so on.
Chris Abel 
The Australians they are very, very strict. They are 
very, very strict that even they can arrest you for 
breaching any law of the army. They just, ... want to 
arrest you for no reason. And that’s what they were 
doing, so the people around here they get scared of 
the Australians but not the Americans, they were so 
kind.
Lelesi Auboti
The Allies brought with them food and other supplies, 
in quantities never seen before by local people. It was 
tempting for people who were struggling to find food, to 
steal from the camps:
The soldiers used to dump the army things, but we 
were not allowed to collect them because they said 
[they would] arrest us because that was stealing. 
Village people from the other side used to come 
over and steal those army things. They used to try 
to shoot them, but they steal and run away back to 
their villages. They used to be very careful because 
they will be shot if caught by the army. There was 
plenty food at the army camps and they did not 
have enough food ... so, they used to come over 
and collect food. They did not think of it as stealing. 
... There was leftover food like bread and tinned 
chicken. You know those times, … big tins like this, 
meat tins, there was surplus.... 
African American Units were stationed in Milne Bay. This photos shows 
the surgical ward at the 268th Station Hospital, Base A, Milne Bay, 22 
June, 1944. (U.S. National Archive, 111-SC-287482)
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Some of the soldiers were good towards them, so 
they used to give them the leftover food to take when 
they meet them. The soldiers used to give stuff like 
cigarettes to the men, elderly men who came to steal 
food for their families. They used to give them food 
too. At times the local cooks used to give them food 
and tell them to leave. They used to take them into 
the bushes and eat and take some home. 
Lolo Tubaiyodi 
The army camps also provided health care for the local 
people:
My father was born in 1945 here at Gamadoudou 
US supply base camp. He was born in their aid post 
hospital. He was named after an American soldier 
‘Blondie’ so if you look at our Common Roll, Blondie 
is in the Common Roll.
Galahodi Delidelito
The medical supplies at the RAAF’s No 17 store at Milne Bay, July 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 043262)
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Thatched huts which were constructed to store the army supplies at Milne Bay. The huts, built by local people, proved to be a better solution than 
the army tents that were initially used. The tents had leaked after a few months and there was heavy mould growth due to high humidity within the 
enclosed tents. Milne Bay, 1942. (State Library of South Australia, PRG 691/12/43)
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Papuan children having fun with Australian troops, Goodenough Island, 
November 1942. (Australian War Memorial, 150971)
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An Australian soldier collects supplies from the well-stocked U.S. 
Quartermasters store at Kiriwina, Trobriand Islands, December 1943. 
(Australian War Memorial OG0396) 
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A sign showing a list of air raid warnings, Milne Bay April 1943. (Australian War Memorial, OG0275)
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LABOUR RECRUITMENT
Early in 1942, the civilian administrations of the Territory 
of Papua and the Territory of New Guinea were joined 
together, and the new organisation was called ANGAU, 
short for the Australia New Guinea Administrative Unit. 
In June 1942, the labour contracts of Papuans working 
for the Administration were changed to allow them to be 
recruited by ANGAU as labourers for the Allied forces. 
This meant that Papuans could be required to work in 
many different parts of Papua, and later, New Guinea as 
well.
Local people were recruited from all over Milne Bay to 
support the army bases and the Allied war effort, in a 
variety of roles:
My uncle he was recruited as a war carrier but he 
didn’t go too far because war came to Goodenough. 
And then they recruited him and took him across to 
Goodenough and he was carrying their things around 
there ... for one year. .... He carried patrol boxes, food 
supplies, medicines and they were traveling around 
on Goodenough Island. The Australian Army base 
was there. So, he was basing at Vivigani. An airstrip 
was built at Vivigani during the war. From my village 
only my uncle was recruited as a carrier but from 
other places like Goodenough and some parts of 
Fergusson there were plenty men recruited. They 
looked after well. They were supplied with food and 
clothes. The men recruited preferred to be carriers 
rather than join the PIB to fight...
My uncle enjoyed carrying things around during the 
war and he saw what the war was like. They carried 
heavy things like the patrol boxes loaded with stuffs. 
And they used sticks to attach the boxes and carry. 
The Australians carried only packs, their guns and 
not the heavy loads. All the heavy things were carried 
by the carriers. 
Robert Mamaga
 
There was a laundry place for the soldiers at 
Hanabala and my brother Kubuna was working as a 
laundry man there. My uncle Isako was working there 
also. They used to wash the soldiers’ clothes... My 
brother was one of the laundry men.... He volunteered 
to help in the laundry work. He wanted to wash 
army clothes, so they got him... The Australians were 
stationed there.
Baroni Douglas 
The big cement block across there is where they 
built their kitchen. That was where my father was 
first recruited to work as a cook for the American 
army. He was helping by cooking their food. That’s 
where their big kitchen was. Village people were not 
allowed to go to their camps. They used to throw 
away their leftover foods and we used to go and 
collect them as our food. Americans were very good. 
They sometimes share their food, like square meat, 
six-pound meat-whole ones, they used to give us. I 
used to take my food and go up to the mountains.
Mary Lucy Goelu
 
Deboyamina was a war carrier. When the war came, 
he was recruited to assist the soldiers by carrying 
their supplies and other stuffs. His native name is 
Deboyamina but during the war, the Americans 
named him as ‘Kennedy’ because Deboyamina was 
long and difficult to pronounce.
Adrian Boitewa 
After the actual fighting left, and the Americans were 
here, [my uncle Cecil Abel] was running a saw mill at 
Kwato, supplying timber for bridges and you know, 
for the war effort. And that of course was when they 
were having a good time because the Americans had 
so much cargo, so many nice things, and there was a 
lot of fun.
Chris Abel
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Local people acquired new skills, experienced new 
things and made friends while working for the Allies:
My uncle, he learnt how to drive during the war. The 
Australians taught him how to drive. He was born in 
1926 so by 1942, he was sixteen years old. Most of 
the drivers ... were [between] eighteen and sixteen 
years of age ... they were young boys. Normally in 
those days, they have a house built separately for 
the young boys they call that in language ‘Potuma’. 
They live in those potumas and at the time when the 
war came, they were left behind. ... Their parents fled 
on their own and the young boys were left behind, 
and that’s how they engaged themselves into labour. 
The parents did not have time to come and warn 
them, because it all happened in the night.... So, their 
parents did not have time to gather their children so 
most of those ones between sixteen and eighteen 
were left behind....
They lived in army camps. They go and watch the 
movies with the soldiers. They mix well with the 
soldiers .... Among them they have friends they were 
good friends they have.
Joe Tore Men constructing the roof of the Officers’ and Pilots’ Mess in No. 79 (Spitfire) Squadron RAAF camp area, on the foothills of the central mountains about three miles to the west of Vivigani airfield. Goodenough Island, 26 June 1943. (Australian War Memorial, P02875.146)
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Local men played a vital role in the logistics of supplying 
Allied troops in the area:
My brother was recruited by the Australian 
government to work as a labourer. .... He was on the 
boat working with his boss, so they always go on 
patrols to check on the machine guns by providing 
supplies. ... [outside of Divinai], that’s where one 
machine gun was planted so they usually go on 
patrols to monitor it and offload supplies. They check 
on that one then go to the next and the next machine 
guns. That was his main job with one Australian man, 
and several other local men with him. There were a 
lot of local men working as labourers... 
There were a lot of machine guns they use to monitor 
along the coastal areas. That was his main job until 
the war ended. They usually check on the machine 
guns after every three days because they were 
[supplying the] war equipment. 
Lolo Tubaiyodi
Members of the crew of the schooner MacLaren King. The ferry operating between Goodenough Island and the mainland. Behind the crew is 
the 50-calibre water-cooled Browning anti-aircraft machine gun with which Australian Army gunners shot down a Japanese attacking aircraft. 
Goodenough Island, November 1942. (Australian War Memorial, 151002)
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While local men were recruited for ‘domestic’ jobs, 
the war was ever present, so they also needed to be 
prepared to assist when Milne Bay was under attack:
My grandfather Mado ... worked as a butcher. They 
recruited him as a butcher. And during the air raids, 
they also called him up to help the gunners. Those 
very big machine guns that were protecting Gili 
Gili landing base and airport. So, he was a butcher 
and at the times of air raids he was taken away 
and he helped the soldiers to carry these bombs or 
whatever, the heavy shells and they passed them 
as an assembly line all the way to the pit blast. So, 
somebody had to throw these cartridges in and 
somebody has to launch them out to the planes. So 
most of the time he was helping as a butcher and the 
person who was also with the soldiers, helping them 
with the bombings, carrying these heavy bombs to 
the guns. 
Galahodi Delidelito 
When the war came in 1942, there was recruitment 
for natives to participate such as soldiers, cooks, 
mechanic, carpenters and others. They wanted these 
men to assist the Australian and American Allies. 
During the recruitment, they found out that Bedaiyelo 
[my grand-uncle] was an experienced cook before so 
he was taken.... He was recruited as a cook and taken 
to Gili Gili. At Gili Gili, there were several other cooks 
and they needed a special cook for the Brigadier. 
The recruiting officer conducted a cooking test for the 
recruits and Bedaiyelo was among them.  They found 
out that Bedaiyelo’s recipes were the best, so he was 
selected as the cook in charge of the Allies’ Brigadier 
at Gili Gili.
Apart from being a cook, he was also trained on how 
to handle and use a gun because it was war and for 
precautious purposes. They had to be prepared and 
alert because the Japanese would attack anytime. 
He was also a personal protector for the Brigadier. 
He was only concerned with the Brigadier and was 
confined to his residence. 
Adrian Boitewa
Some families were bemused by the work done by their 
men during the war:
Cooking is women’s job but how could my father 
complain when he was assigned to do the job. He 
did not complain about being a cook. After the war, 
he would not cook because it is our custom that 
cooking is the women’s job.  He does not cook. He 
only eats ready cooked food. Before that he used 
to cook for the white men. I was asking where my 
father was trained to be cook for the white men. I was 
People in front of the trade store at the Baraga Labour Camp, Australian 
New Guinea Administrative Unit. The labour camp housed the people 
who had been recruited to work for the Allied Forces in Milne Bay, 20 
April 1944. (Australian War Memorial, 072531)
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making fun of him saying, ‘My father since when did 
you train to be a cook and you are cooking for the 
white men?’... After the war he hardly cooks because 
there were plenty cooks in the house. His wife used 
to cook for him and he eats only. I made my fun by 
saying ‘You used to cook for the Americans so try 
and cook for us too’.
Mary Lucy Goelu
Danger was ever present while working for the Allies:
Most of the time at Gili Gili was bombed.  The 
Japanese flew over this range here and all over the 
bay and all their bombs were targeted for Gili Gili 
Airstrip and the Landing Base. So, when the planes 
come, there was an air raid and he says they had 
to run into pits and take cover and when bombings 
finished, they come out and continue with their 
work... The only hardship in there was they never rest 
properly. They don’t sleep properly. Most of the time 
they are alert, and they are all working most of the 
time. 
Galahodi Delidelito
 
Two men washing clothes at the No. 2 Medical receiving centre on 
Goodenough Island, September 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 
OG069). 
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Her uncle was a young man and the government 
law came around that they needed labourers to 
help in the war so her uncle was one of the recruits. 
.... He was working at Balaga as a labourer and 
they moved up to Ahioma. They used to load drums 
and transport them from one location to another. 
One time he was loading the drums and one rolled 
down and killed him instantly. His body could not be 
brought home here because its war and people from 
here ran away to the other side, so her uncle was 
buried at Ahioma....They heard the news of his death 
but war, so they would not come for the body for 
proper burial. ....[It was] war so who knows how they 
buried him, whether it was a deep grave or may be a 
shallow grave and they just dump his body there and 
buried him. To us [it] is like his body was dumped at a 
foreign place. 
He was buried at Ahioma by different people at their 
graveyard. 
Laudiyole Lolo
A man taking a well earnt rest on an old motor tyre at the 2nd Bulk 
Petroleum Storage Company. The tyres were used to prevent damage 
to drums during unloading. Milne Bay, 3 April 1944. (Australian War 
Memorial, 071945)
Men carrying out the dangerous job of loading 44-gallon drums 
containing 80 octane motor spirit on to a United States army truck at 
the 2nd Australian Bulk Petroleum Storage Company. Milne Bay, 4 April 
1944. (Australian War Memorial, 072049)
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Kwato Mission which had been established in Milne 
Bay in 1891 by Charles Abel provided many recruits for 
the Allied war effort. The local people from the Mission 
were highly skilled and also spoke English, so they 
were highly sought after by both the Australians and 
Americans:
In those days ... the Kwato people were a bit like 
an elite I think, they were ahead of everyone else in 
terms of education so on but essentially it was all 
like the same people and the Kwato people were the 
envy I guess of some.
Chris Abel 
[My grandfather Mahuru Mark] was at Kwato. He was 
probably around his 30s [years of age] and when 
the Battle of Milne Bay came in and the Japanese 
were doing bombing around here. The Kwato Mission 
started to look around for people to take part to help 
the Allied Forces, the Milne Force that was based at 
the Fall River Base at Gili Gili. So, Mr Abel [Cecil Abel] 
started to collect the men, … all the men that were 
taken down to Gili Gili, some of them had their skills 
of carpentry and all that, they were employed to help 
the American Engineers. 
My grandfather was ... before the war ... taken 
down, by the Kwato Mission, to Australia to get his 
certificate as a Captain, captain of the ship. When 
the war came, he was one of the few who had a 
certificate to handle a boat, like old man Sila and 
Giliu, these two were probably mainly dealing with 
the Australian casualties or the wounded during the 
battle around here. My grandfather was actually 
employed by Americans, so he was running the crash 
boat, the American crash boat between Gili Gili and 
then they go over to Kiwansasap, Uyaku and then 
they go down to Tufi. So that was his main route 
during the battle here. He was the Skipper. .... That 
was his main duty during the battle. 
Nelson Mark
My mother was responsible to all those at Kwato 
who do laundry for the American army. She’s been 
running a laundry ... like laundry service at Kwato. 
When the army comes in with their laundry and 
dump them there and then they do the laundry and 
then they come back to pick up. There’s a barge I 
usually see it coming in with the laundry and you 
know I was really always surprise to see because 
they got wheels when they come on the dry land, it’s 
like the truck. I don’t know what they call them, but 
they drive them up and put all the laundry in up to 
The Australian Minister for External Territories E.J. Ward, examining 
bread made from wholemeal and other ingredients in the bake house of 
the Balaga, ‘Native’ Labour Camp, Australian New Guinea Administrative 
Unit. Milne Bay, 20 April 1944. (Australian War Memorial, 072534)
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the big house. They put all their laundries out and 
when they come back because at that time, they had 
laundry machines and all these things.
Anna Peter
 
While working for the Allies access to food was not a 
problem, however, there were other issues to deal with, 
especially the lack of sleep and the weather:
He said food was in abundance, canned food, rice 
and flour.... They walk on food. ‘We sleep with food’, 
that was what he said. But the only problem was they 
don’t rest. They don’t rest. And a lot of mosquitoes 
and heavy rain....
Gili Gili was you know, there were heavy rains in like 
months of June to October was heavy rains at Gili Gili 
and around the bay and it was very hard for them. A 
lot of mosquitoes but they worked day and night until 
when ships don’t come or there were no air raids then 
they set them free. Time for them to rest, walk around 
and relax.
Galahodi Delidelito
 
The rations given were tobacco, rice and other things. 
You know, army so everything was there, supplied 
them because of the war. They supplied anything 
they can. They were not hungry; they were satisfied 
and liked it there because they were eating good 
Men working for the Australian Malarial Control Unit digging a drainage trench as a first move to eradicate the malarial mosquito. Milne Bay is a 
malaria prone area, which played havoc for the Allied Forces, with many people falling ill and even dying from the disease. Milne Bay, May 1943. 
(Australian War Memorial, 059472)
food. War, so everything was free and came from 
overseas and they ate. So, their minds were settled 
and they worked. They only work and eat.
Rima Doboela
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The local people were surprised by how young many of 
the Australian and Americans soldiers were, and often 
had to assist them:
My grandfather Laulauaga, when the Australian 
administration came to recruit for war ...he was 
recruited and was placed at Gili Gili landing base. 
So, he was all his time from 1942 to 1945 with the 
stevedoring, unloading cargo and soldiers.... 
There were times when barges landed with marines, 
some of them he said were without beard.  And when 
ships land and they were coming in, they fell with 
their bags and their army shoes and he had to lift 
them up and take them ashore. When the barge land 
at the beach, the doors opened and the marines 
come out. And he says that most of them were … 
mostly teenagers very young without beard from 16, 
18 and above.  He was mostly helping some of them. 
...
For Gili Gili, there were only Australians. All the 
Americans were based here at Gamadoudou base. 
...mostly Australians were [also] teenagers and he 
says there were times when they were loading these 
guns and these young men feel exhausted and they 
fall, and he had to lift them up.
Galahodi Delidelito
Women (identified as Jill Toots, Matilda and Josephine) hang washing 
in a hut used as a drying room at No. 46 Operational Base Unit RAAF, 
Kiriwina, Trobriand Islands, March 1944. (Australian War Memorial, 
OG1482)
The time spent working with the soldiers, and the 
friendships made during the war were experiences that 
would be remembered forever by those who had been 
recruited for the war effort. One man had something 
special to remember about his time with the Americans:
[My father] was very very close with the Americans 
on the boat. That is why the only things that he 
has were the things that were given to him by the 
Americans. So, he was very, very close to them.  They 
were white Americans. He had a lot of friends. He 
was already speaking English; they were Kwato boys. 
The only thing that is different about him is that he’s 
got a tattoo. He got an eagle tattoo. When he grew 
old and frail but the eagle tattoo was still there. I 
was thinking he got the tattoo from the Americans. 
It was the eagle tattoo that was like flying his right 
arm. He actually asked for the eagle to be tattooed 
because he comes from a clan that has the Eagle 
totem. His people are from Ware so he decided to 
put that down.....And the things that he got from the 
Americans were highly valued to him. It’s always in 
his room, so whenever we change rooms or houses, 
all his things go to his room. And then they are all 
stacked up high like you know bins or what do we 
call them, to store things even a big one; it was from 
the ship they used.
Nelson Mark
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Crew members on the ‘Alcia’ a Royal Australian Air Force small craft. Milne Bay, 6 April 1944. (Australian War Memorial, 072087)
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THE JAPANESE
Milne Bay was easy striking distance from the main 
Japanese airbase at Rabaul in New Britain. For many 
months, prior to the Battle, Japanese ships sailed 
around the islands to the north and east of Milne Bay. 
Sometimes soldiers made landings on these islands. 
Japanese aircraft were always present and people could 
never tell when an air raid might be coming.
At the same time the main force of the Japanese 
landed on the north side of Milne Bay, a group of 
Japanese soldiers, that had come from Buna, landed 
at Goodenough Island. Eventually the soldiers on 
Goodenough Island were all killed or captured but for 
some time the local people needed to be very cautious 
in case the Japanese were around.
After the Japanese invasion, village people had various 
degrees of interaction with the Japanese. The people 
who had not been evacuated before the invasion had to 
hide while the Japanese moved through their villages: 
[When the Japanese came] some of [our village 
people] they are not ready. They got just mats and 
lucky that time it was no rain. And then our men 
used to come and watch [the Japanese]. They killed 
pigs and chickens. They made a big feast, those 
Japanese. They killed pigs and chickens and not only 
that, but they destroyed some of our things. They just 
put their rubbish everywhere. They destroyed our pots 
too and all these things. And the next day, we send 
our men down to spy whether they are still there. They 
went, and they are still there but they are packing 
and then they waited till five o’clock, four o’clock, and 
then they start moving. In the night, evening. They 
have to move in the evening because some [Allied] 
armies are already there at Hihila. 
Margo Doilegu
 
It could be extremely dangerous for local people if they 
encountered Japanese in their villages:
One of these old men returned back to the village 
to pick up a net, normally the net used to be used 
to trap wild pigs. It’s a very big and thick net they 
normally use during those times. And these nets are 
very important to like elderly people like that. So, he 
returned to pick-up that one, when he was killed. He 
was captured by the Japanese and he was pinned 
against the coconut palm tree with the bayonet. .... 
According to ... the villagers, he crossed the road and 
picked the net and tried to return ... he did his best to 
hide away from the Japanese soldiers but, somehow, 
he was sighted and that’s how they caught him and 
they killed him. The [village] people [found him and] ... 
buried him at Galihani in a shallow grave. While they 
were still trying to bury him properly the Japanese 
arrived, so they have to leave him half buried. 
Joe Tore
After the Battle of Milne Bay, the Allies encouraged local 
people to report the presence of Japanese that were 
still in the area, or even help capture them:
Yes, I saw them, the Japanese. Some of them were 
hiding in the bushes and some of them were killed 
by the Australians because that was their job. ... The 
Australians came and said, ‘Oh, we want the village 
men to go with us into the bushes to search for these 
men [Japanese] and bring them out here and shoot 
them to death, because they are dangerous if we 
allow them to stay in the bushes and it won’t be safe 
for us to move around.’ So, the village men went into 
the bushes and searched for the Japanese soldiers, 
arrested them, tied them up and brought them down. 
They continued searching for them and brought more 
down here, and they were taken down to Gili Gili. They 
took them down to Gili Gili and locked them in jail, 
and from there I do not know what happened next or 
to them...
[The Japanese] were hungry so they steal from the 
village people’s gardens to feed themselves. Those 
Japanese when they feel hungry they eat anything 
even the raw vegetables like taro and unripe 
pawpaws. They harvest the local people’s food and 
eat them raw because they were hungry and did not 
have enough food supply.
Nigebolena Buama
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They went all around checking the Japanese and 
they caught five Japanese men. They brought them 
to the camp as their prisoners and they looked after 
them. My daddy looked after one as his prisoner. 
And all the prisoners were looked after there until 
everything was finished; they send them back to their 
country. And from there my daddy came home. ...
He became friends with one of these Japanese, that 
time when they got them as prisoners. He looked 
after him, very young fellow. and that Japanese said 
that he was going to come with him home but it was 
law that they must bring Japanese back to their 
place, so they sent all of them back.
Robert Mamaga
Some local people witnessed the Japanese trying to 
disguise themselves to avoid capture:
Some of our mothers left their grass skirts here, 
and they were worn by the Japanese to disguise 
themselves. They also carried coconut baskets and 
were pretending to be like the village women. Some 
of them carried clay pots on their heads. They were 
doing that to fool the Australians, so they could not 
be shot by them. They were playing tricks on the 
Australians.
Laudiyole Lolo
Japanese planes that crash landed during air raids posed potential risks to the local people.  In this photo an Australian Army patrol is checking up 
on any signs of Japanese infiltration. Coastal village people are being questioned regarding the most likely whereabouts of a Japanese bomber shot 
down in a recent raid. The crew may have survived and could be hiding in the jungle. July 1942. (Australian War Memorial, 026032)
46  |   VOICES FROM THE WAR  |  MILNE BAY
first to sit in front and after that he put the Australian 
guy in the canoe and he put the Australian guy to sit 
at the back and then he told the boys to take off but 
then he took the pistol and gave it to the Australian 
guy. And when the Japanese guy sitting in front saw 
his pistol, he was really mad. Anyway, they brought 
the two prisoners down to Gili Gili. And that was my 
father’s story.
Gauri Kumaina
Three Japanese prisoners captured on Goodenough Island with 
Australian soldiers, 1942. (State Library of South Australia, PRG 
691/12/47) 
It was not uncommon for planes to be shot down in the 
Milne Bay area, and local people often had to rescue 
both Japanese and Allied pilots. One local man found 
himself in a very tricky situation when he had to deal 
with both a rescued Japanese and Australian pilot:
My father was a manager at one of the Kwato 
plantations right up to the point Kanakope and that’s 
where the big machine gun was put up ... Anyway, 
while he was there they shot one Japanese plane 
and the pilot of that plane survived and was hiding 
in the bushes while stealing village people’s garden 
vegetables and the boys found him so they took him 
to my father and he looked after him for a while. 
At the same time one Australian plane was shot 
down. They rescued the pilot and they told my 
father about the Australian pilot. Anyway, he got the 
Japanese and fed him and gave him a change [of 
clothes] to put on. And after that he was just talking 
to him and he [the Japanese pilot] hand him his 
pistol. So, my father got the pistol and told the boys 
to look after the Japanese guy and he also did the 
same thing to the Australian guy, the Australian pilot. 
He looked after him also fed him. And he asked the 
boys to prepare a canoe, dugout canoe to take the 
prisoners down to Gili Gili where they have quarters. 
Anyway, he told the boys to put the Japanese guy 
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A DARING RESCUE
Many local people risked their lives to save both Allied 
and Japanese pilots who were shot down in the Milne 
Bay area. One of the most famous rescues was by 
the Kwato trained nurse Maiogaru, who risked her life 
nursing an Australian pilot and taking him to safety when 
the Japanese were all around:
One of the pilots was shot [down]. He ... swim right 
up to where our place is. And he was there for nearly 
week. At Divinai Beach, not Divinai but another 
village next to Divinai. One of my uncles found him... 
And then he came and told the community to go 
down and bring him up. And so, he was looked after 
by Maiogaru.
At that time you know Maiogaru was at the hospital, 
Mission hospital, just a small aid post. And my 
mother was cook for that patient, that wounded man 
and Maiogaru was the nurse. You know they have to 
... bound him up, right up, everywhere. Right up, only 
the face. ... His arm was still there but all was … burnt. 
Burnt and he looked so ugly. ... We were looking after 
him.
So, we saw him because we used to go and sing 
songs and choruses. And he’s happy to have children 
around. … every morning when time for meals, we 
go and sing for him. I still remember our song …’Two 
little eyes to look to God. Two little eyes to look to 
God, two little ears to …’ He loved that song. And also 
‘Jesus died for all the children, red, black and white 
children, all the red …’ He loves that and he smiles 
like we help him to you know [recover], yeah with the 
children. He really loves it...
Okay then one day the Japanese are landed at 
Wahuhuba and they were walking down trying to 
get to Gehua, Kainako because the Americans are 
coming that way. And Japanese were just close to 
our village … And so, we have to move. My mother 
was cooking kaukau for that wounded man and 
Maiogaru has to say, ‘I think Lele’. My mother’s [name 
is] Lele. ‘Lele we have to move this [man]’… ‘Please 
just leave me’, [said] the wounded man. ‘Just leave 
me. … but you have to escape. You have to go. I can 
just stay back ... I don’t care whether they come’ … 
But Maiogaru said, ‘No …’carry him and put him in 
the drain’. They got a little mattress and cover with 
a little bed … what they call those army … [hurricane 
lamp] with his kaukau and water bottle and they 
cover him with coconut leaves and then on top they 
put rubbish. And then we ran away. We went up for 
one whole day, one night. And lucky that my mother 
cooked some kaukau in the billy can and she carried 
for all the children and have to feed them....
Gwavili was a general hospital for all army for the 
wounded. So, [Maiogaru] put out [an announce] at 
the community meeting [that she wanted to take the 
wounded pilot there]. So one of the man said, ‘Alright 
I’ll come with you.’ ...Men had to come and assist 
us to carry him very, very gently and put him in the 
canoe gently... They put little platform underneath 
the canoe, outrigger and they laid the mat and then 
the wounded man slept underneath and on top they 
put leaves and pot, cooking pots, firewood [to look] 
like village people. And then they start paddling. 
…. So they ...made it to Gwavili and they left the 
wounded man there and they paddle back. During 
the day [they paddled] and these planes came and 
you know the Japanese they go like this … They were 
watching for the white people there but they only saw 
the black people and they said, ‘Oh this couple are 
trying to move away across the Bay’ so they didn’t do 
anything. Because they [had] covered the wounded 
man...
When she was going to paddle, we are dropping 
tears for him.
Margo Doilegu
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The pilot showed his gratitude to Maiogaru and returned 
to the village after the war:
He sent bubu’s bicycle that I can remember and 
there were other things a nursing dress, some of her 
uniforms. Her dresses and some treatment medicines 
kit. This man sent these things together with her 
bicycle. A raincoat as well....
The soldier came once in the 1970s to see her. We 
had already gained independence. We have photos 
of our bubu and one photo of the wounded soldier.
Maiogaru Luke and Lydia Bernard
Maiogaru was also awarded for her bravery. She was 
one of only a handful of Papuan civilians who were 
recognised by the Allies for their service during the war:
She told me that she was given a medal for loyalty 
and every ANZAC Day, she marched with the ex-
servicemen. And I witnessed it when I was a small 
girl at Kwato. We were in primary school when we 
went across to Samarai for ANZAC Day march 
and Maiogaru would be among the ex-servicemen 
marching around the streets.
Muyawa Basinauro
Maiogaru Taulebona, 14 April 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 
P02192.001)
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From left to right: Maiogaru Taulebona, Edward Guise, John Pilacapio; Pilimomi; Ilai Dixon and Banaba after being awarded medals for their loyal service to the 
Australians. The five men were decorated for their service during the Battle of Milne Bay. Maiogaru, was decorated for her part in the rescue and care of Australian 
pilot J.F. Donegan during September 1942. Milne Bay, 14 April 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 014649)
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Australian soldiers watch on, while men prepare an animal for the feast that was held to honour the six Papuans, who were awarded medals for loyal service to 
the Australians. It was reported that nearly three thousand people attended the feast. Milne Bay, 14 April 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 014648)
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PAPUAN INFANTRY BATTALION
The Papuan Infantry Battalion [PIB] was set up in 1940. 
The first recruits came from the ranks of the Royal 
Papuan Constabulary and were initially recruited from 
the Buna area on the north coast of Papua. It was not 
long before recruiting took place in other parts of Papua, 
including Milne Bay. New recruits were sent to Port 
Moresby for training.
Once war was declared with Japan, recruitment 
intensified and many young men from the Milne Bay 
area were recruited to join the PIB to assist the Allied 
forces fight the Japanese:
When the Japanese were still fighting the war 
elsewhere, the Australians came along here to do 
recruitment for local men to go for training to assist 
them. One white man, ... came here and did the 
recruitment. And the first recruit was my father. [The 
recruits] were taken down for training in Moresby. 
They were trained for not quite long and maybe 
[there were] not enough men, so my father was sent 
up here for the second recruitment. He came and did 
the recruiting again and more men were taken ...to 
Moresby and they were all trained.
Moki Malaila
 
[My father] was recruited from the village in 
Fergusson. He was with a number of people from 
Fergusson... He was a young boy when he joined. 
They recruit them and got them down to Moresby 
and trained them at the barracks at Taurama.
Robert Mamaga 
[My father] I think between 20 and 30, maybe 27 
years old when he joined the war. He was a young 
man. He was recruited by Mr Smith. You know the 
war was getting bigger and the Australians got short 
of army so they came and recruited Papuans. They 
came to the village and they recruit Papuans. They 
came to Gwavili … From Gwavili and all around here, 
they recruited. They went to Waema and Ahioma. 
They [were sent] to Moresby and were trained.
Tom Dasi
 
[My brother] joined the PIB in 1942. He was only a 
young kuki boi at Gili Gili when this recruiting came. 
He was a cook for that dimdim at Gili Gili .... He was a 
cook there and [there was a] lack of soldiers. So, the 
army came and got him. 
Annette Popoyou
 
Some young men were very keen to join in the action:
Our father was 19 years old when he was recruited to 
join the PIB in 1942. .... There was a man sent in from 
Moresby to recruit [men]. He was training the other 
boys up in Samarai but our daddy was not recruited. 
[Our dad] was just that man’s house boy. And the 
boss went training the boys down at the oval. When 
our daddy looked and saw them, he said, ‘I want to 
be like that too.’ So, when the boss went he practised 
in the house himself. The gun and how he calls and 
how they march. He was imitating them, and one fine 
time, he did it wrongly and the boss saw him. [The 
boss asked] ‘Do you want to become a soldier?’ He 
said, ‘Yes’. So, what he did he has to take him down to 
the oval and he joined the other boys down there. So 
that’s where he learnt, and he joined the Force with 
them. ... There were twenty-five of them recruited at 
Samarai. 
Sinehile Doilegu and Tohoa Doilegu
 
All [my father’s] brothers were joining the army and 
he was the youngest ... so they stopped him from 
joining. But he forced himself to go and put his name 
down.... When he joined ...he was too young to go and 
fight, so ... they put him as a driver for the army.... Then 
when he matured or grew a bit ... he went to war. ... 
When [the PIB were] short of manpower...  they took 
him to fight the Japanese.
Philip Tuleya
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Papua Infantry on parade in Port Moresby, c. January 1941. (Australian War Memorial, 006219)
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Some young men had strong motivations to join up:
Some of their uncles who went into the PIB ... were 
shot or killed ... and that caused anger in them and 
they decided to join in to take their revenge. That’s 
what [my father] actually told us, that because of 
their uncles... who [had] joined earlier [and had been] 
killed, that made [him and his cousins] have that 
anger in them, to get revenge and that’s why they 
decided to [join the PIB].
Aiva Dileina
 
The training for the new recruits in Port Moresby was 
brief:
What I know is that they were trained in three weeks 
only. Those ones who were recruited earlier on had 
another three weeks training. After that they were 
sent out to Bougainville. They were trained not to 
become officers or some of them should take on the 
office jobs. They were purposely trained on how to use 
the gun, hide from the enemies and track them down. 
They were taught only the basic rules. 
Moki Malaila
 
[My Uncle] was recruited to join the PIB and they 
went down to Moresby for training. It was war so the 
training was short, they just show them how to shoot, 
few basics and then they went off. So, from there 
when he finished [training] they sent him to Buna, the 
frontline. 
Dago Philemon
 
The PIB recruits were issued with uniforms, weapons 
and rations:
When they joined the Australians, they gave them 
guns and everything, packs and uniforms, everything. 
Hand grenade and you know different types of 
firearms.
Tom Dasi
 
They carried food around. They wore shirt and then 
laplap. They wore green laplap and were fighting. 
That’s what my daddy said. No shoes, bare foot. 
Single shot gun, all of them were using the single 
shot guns not like nowadays, these high-powered 
guns.
Robert Mamaga
Members of the Papuan Infantry Battalion receiving training in the 
correct method of throwing a hand grenade. Bisiatabu, Sogeri Valley, 23 
May 1944. (Australian War Memorial, 073372)
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The men recruited from Milne Bay fought all other 
Papua and New Guinea:
So, my father was one of them recruited. ..They were 
trained down at Port Moresby. After they finished 
training, they got them into their units. They call 
them ‘native’ soldiers.  ... They went into the units 
and deployed them to their areas. My father was put 
back to mostly Oro Province, between Oro and Lae. 
And they fought against the Japanese... When he 
was sent out with his unit, he was part of them that 
concentrated on Wau-Bulolo area. Even to Kokoda 
Trail area.
Julian Justus Eroro
 
The government recruited my uncle .... He was 
informed that he will fight as a soldier. He was sent 
to Rabaul. From Rabaul he was sent to Buna then to 
Kokoda and he fought there. He was at Kokoda and 
the war ended.
Sapiedi Loiyabada
One particular ration helped them get them through the 
tough times:
PK [chewing gum] is the most one they were chewing. 
They don’t stay still in one place. They will just come 
and sit down for a couple of minutes and they heard 
a call, they just take off again … He said, ‘We don’t 
eat properly, we have to [move all the time]’. He said, 
‘Even though rain, P.K. is the one making us hot so 
that our [jaw] won’t go numb’.
Sinehile Doilegu and Tohoa Doilegu
 
When supplies ran out some PIB soldiers were able to 
improvise:
He told us that he used a rope to put in the gun to 
shoot with and he did kill some Japanese. He used 
a special vine to stuff into the barrel of the gun and 
used it to shoot. He ran out of bullets so he used the 
vine in the gun and used it as a bullet and he started 
to shoot. ... 
Dago Philemon
Samples of the P.K. chewing gum, which was a popular ration amongst 
some of the PIB. (Australian War Memorial, REL32576.008)
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So, from Moresby they were transported to 
Bougainville. They got on the boat, ... and they went 
down to Bougainville. And [when they arrived in] 
Bougainville, they did not dock at the wharf or beach 
but they threw them out into the sea to swim ashore. 
Because war was already there the boat cannot go in 
to dock at the wharf. ... That was in Buin. And so they 
swam ashore there with their packs, so they struggle 
to swim ashore. ...Some of their friends were killed .... 
He stayed at Bougainville for few months and the 
war ended so they sent them back to Port Moresby.
Aviva Dileina
 
The older, more experienced, PIB soldiers would take 
the lead and support their younger warriors during 
battle:
Among all the men that were recruited, my father 
was the youngest. ...He was about eighteen or 
nineteen years old. And so, they were thrown into 
the sea to swim ashore to face the battle [at Buin, 
Bougainville]. And because he was a very young man 
among them ... the elderly men there were supporting 
him to swim ....  He told us ... there was a man from 
Taupota, he was always supported by this man. The 
Taupota man was older. His name was Gerald, so he 
was with that man. And he took him as his father and 
they were in that war and that old man was the one 
taking him around and trying to protect him not to be 
killed by bombs ... the old man was advising him not 
to go in front and … so the old man was always there 
in the front with other elderly people while him at the 
back following them.
Aviva Dileina
 
The reality of war was very scary at first for some of the 
young recruits:
He said that he was scared when he first shot a man, 
but their commander advised them that they have 
to be brave and smart, and not give the enemy a 
chance to kill them. You either kill or will be killed by 
the enemy. The commander said, ‘Do not think twice 
whenever you see the enemy, thinking whether to 
kill him or not because if you have pity on the enemy 
and respect him as a fellow human being then you 
will be the one killed.’ So as they killed more men, 
they gained confidence and the strength to continue 
killing more. They were no longer afraid or felt weak. 
But they felt sad at the first time they shot a man.
Moki Malaila
Members of the 1st Papuan Infantry Battalion returning to their training 
camp after a rifle shoot. These men were recruited from the Milne Bay 
area. Bisiatabu, Sogeri Valley. 1 July 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 
053377)
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The local men went to war by using some of our 
cultural practices. They were fighting with sorrow in 
their hearts. They were trained to fight like the white 
men, but the natives were to fight with anger. They 
did not care when to stop fighting and there was no 
timing in their way of fighting. There was no pause or 
rest to them. They wanted to continue fighting.
Moki Malaila 
He said that they use our customary ways to fight 
against the Japanese. They used black charcoal to 
colour their body black with white people. They show 
white people how to dress in our traditional ways and 
they fight against the Japanese. The Australians and 
the Americans too. And they gave them native ginger 
and they chew it. When they chew native ginger, 
they are very well to fight against the Japanese. Left 
hand Kay too he was with them and was chewing the 
ginger.
Robert Mamaga
When they shoot [their gun], when they will shoot it, 
they will say, ‘Inau itaru mai.’ That means my mother 
land on you. .... They use black power. That’s the 
expression. That’s the expression. Now we are still 
using ‘Inau itaru mai’. .... My mother land on you...their 
mothers look after them by witchcraft.
Fred Gerowaga
 
Often the PIB soldiers were sent in as the first line of 
attack against the Japanese:
When at Buna only the PIBs were there, they are the 
first people to [fight] at Buna. There were Australians, 
but the [PIB] have to go first. ...The Australians tried, 
and it was really hard for them, so the PIB have to 
go in. The Australians asked the PIB to go ahead. 
So, they tried to go, it’s very hard for them to go in 
because the Japanese are so strong. My dad was 
using something for protection. They used to fire the 
gun to make these Japanese confused and then 
they have to go in. They have these guns which were 
heavy and the packs, so they would throw them 
[away] and they just used the bayonets to kill the 
Japanese.
Philip Tuleya
 
So, our own local people the PIBs actually they were 
like front-liners. When they are in the bush ... they go 
first and the Australians are coming behind. That’s 
what my father told me. They do that when there’s 
heavy fighting. They send the PIBs ahead. So, they’ll 
kill [the Japanese] first, I hope that’s what they were 
thinking.
Meseko Tobby
 
The PIB soldiers were known as fearsome warriors and 
they would sometimes use tribal fighting techniques 
and traditional knowledge:
My dad told me that when they fought with guns and 
you know those heavy packs, they are too heavy 
for them, so what they do is they throw away the 
gun and they use bayonet. .... At the time when the 
Japanese are having rest that’s the time, they attack 
them with bayonets. They ... cut their necks off. ...My 
dad tells me that when they killed the Japanese, they 
get the blood and wash with it so they feel that their 
body is strong and then they fight. That’s normally 
what they do during tribal fights before the white men 
came, so that’s what they were doing during the war. 
So, when you see the blood you feel strong.
Philip Tuleya 
Sometimes when [my uncle] got the Japanese, when 
he kill the Japanese he sometimes licked their blood, 
which is very, very hard and I asked him ‘Why do you 
lick their blood?’. And he said, ‘I want to be brave 
enough to shoot more and more Japanese and that’s 
why I licked their blood. So, it makes me strong, 
strong and so it keeps me going. And that’s why I 
didn’t die and I’m back here to tell you the story that I 
fought in 1942’.
Lelesi Auboti 
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Members of a Papuan Infantry Unit at a forward post receiving rations before setting out on a scouting patrol, 8 November 1943. (Australian War 
Memorial, 016080)
Fear was ever present during the fighting. One PIB 
solider had to literally carry his Australian colleague, 
when he didn’t have the strength to go on:
[My uncle said] ‘You just see me, I’ll climb this cliff. If 
I die, go back again because I’m commander’. So, 
he climbed. So he climbed and he went, he went, he 
went, he went up there and at the top and then ...he 
said ‘OK everybody has to climb’. And that white man 
said, ‘I am going to die.’ ‘No, you go. Go, go’. So the 
white man climbed up and he couldn’t do it so they 
swag him ... .And they climbed. They carried him. My 
uncle Iabute carried him, put him on his back. Like 
what swag, piggy back, piggy back, piggy back. He 
piggy backed. Piggy back, piggy back. But they said 
that he was not heavy. He was not heavy that time 
when they swag him… 
Fred Gerowaga
Other PIB soldiers were used as scouts or spies to 
monitor the Japanese:
He was assigned to be the first scout. He was number 
one man who goes and find out [what the Japanese 
are doing] and then the other troops come behind. 
So, he also check and see what’s happening then he 
move the soldiers in. That’s his job.
Dago Philemon
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He was their spy so he had to spy on the enemies and 
then he called his troops to go in and send them out 
where they will shoot their enemies. He directed them 
where to go. ...He says they were very close to them 
but he was smart enough to see them and he will call 
to the boys [soldiers] and they will move up, move 
close to him and he will tell them, they are there, here, 
here and when he says, ‘Start off firing,’ they do what 
he says. 
Sinehile Doilegu and Tohoa Doilegu
They also found that the Japanese were fearless and 
clever warriors, who would fight to the death:
He told me that the Japanese, they fight like animals 
you know even though they are short, but they keep 
on fighting until they die. They have something like 
drug ... so they drug themselves and they fight. So, 
they don’t get scared. ... the first group will come and 
fall, and the second group will come. Those who are 
falling down, they have scratches or what bullet, 
they keep on fighting. Because they got drunk or 
something like that. ... they don’t get scared or die or 
what they just go forward and forward.
Philip Tuleya
But the Japanese were also very clever you know 
some of those wounded uh they pretended that they 
were dead and when Australians were or even the 
PIBs were gone, they will turn around and use the 
bullet to kill our fellows, so that’s why the wounded 
were not left alone.
Meseko Tobby
 
At one stage in Wau, they were in the higher ground 
and these Japanese were running after them up 
the hill. That area is a grassy hill so you could see 
who’s running up, and exchanging fire. Somehow 
these natives would run up and lift their sulus and 
show their bottoms [buttocks] to the Japanese 
down the hill. And these Japanese would continue 
to shoot at them. They showed their bare buttocks 
to psychologically tease them. Attacking them in 
a psychological way. And the warfare was more to 
tease them so they could run more so they can fall. 
So they were doing that and one of those stages 
one of the Japanese caught up with my father. 
My father is a huge guy, huge man and tall. My 
father underestimated this Japanese soldier. And it 
happened that they ran out of ammunitions and they 
had to have close combat.  When close combat, this 
simply means, bayonet to bayonet, fixed bayonet 
on another. My father, who was not that trained, 
Members of the 1st Papuan Infantry Battalion training in the method of 
setting a grass hut on fire silently with a burning arrow. Bisiatabu, Sogeri 
Valley, 1 July 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 053362)
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Members of a units of the Papuan Infantry Battalion (PIB) patrol doing a tribal victory dance to celebrate a successful clash with a Japanese patrol in nearby 
mountains, 8 November 1943. (Australian War Memorial, 016082)
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was down on the ground and the Japanese was too 
smart. This is what he said, ‘My son I thought I’ll kill 
the Japanese but that was wrong, he almost killed 
me’. He said ‘When I threw my punch, he caught my 
hand. When he held my hand, I felt like it was broken.’ 
And he said ‘He knew what joints to hold’. Normally 
in self-defence we go for the joints. ‘He held my wrist 
and when he twisted it, I was on the ground. And 
then when I was on the ground, he took his knife to 
just slice my throat when my Commanding Officer, 
who was an Australian, came forward and put the 
bayonet from the back of the Japanese soldier. That 
was when I got saved’.
Julian Justus Eroro 
Members of a Papuan Infantry Unit at a forward post checking maps of the area, before setting out on patrol, 8 November 1943. (Australian War 
Memorial, 016077)
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Once recruited for the PIB, the young men from Milne 
Bay had to leave their homes and families, and often 
they would not return until after the war. Leaving their 
families was difficult:
He said that it was dangerous but in the war. He was 
also thinking back to his parents. And he said, ‘Why 
I am I here leaving my parents to die?’ You know he 
was thinking that way. And then I sometimes think 
of his words and I cry. He left his parents. ‘Why I am 
here to die, while my parents are there?’. He realised 
that it was somebody else’s war that he went into, 
something that he never experienced, and you know 
he’s fighting also on somebody else’s behalf.
Aiva Dileina
Troops of the Papuan Infantry Battalion set out to carry out a ‘harassing’ role on enemy lines of communications. Berry’s Hill, Central Bougainville, 27 June 1945. 
(Australian War Memorial, 093397)
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WITCHCRAFT
The women of Milne Bay were well-known for their 
witchcraft. During the war the ‘witchy’ women used their 
craft to help protect their men:
One of these aunties knows these things here so 
when my grandmother and father were worried 
about [their son] because he was young and he went 
[to war]. She told them that you don’t have to worry. 
He’ll go but I’ll be there so that’s what she said. That 
old lady also knows some other things, witchcraft. 
She is also a witch that is why she told my daddy’s 
mother and father that they don’t have to worry, she’ll 
be there. When she says she will be there meant that 
she could fly or she could travel by another thing to 
go there. But actually what they told me about that 
lady was she had a boat, it’s a turtle shell and that’s 
her boat that she used to travel out with. So that’s 
what they told me about her.
Aiva Dileina
 
So during that time [my father] was working, there 
were certain times he went with Australian armies to 
take part with them but he told me that there were 
a couple of times the Japanese almost hit them 
with machine guns, but he never got hurt because 
... my grand mum was using witchcraft. So she was 
protecting my dad ... After the war when he returned 
home, his mother said she was there protecting him. 
And he believed that it was true.... My grand mum 
used witchcraft and they said that she was the 
champ... Even my dad too told me that she was the 
champion.
Veronica Levi
 
His sister was protecting him so when he goes [near 
the Japanese] they don’t see him. He goes really 
close to them, but they don’t see him.... He said plenty 
of us have different ‘powers’ to use in the war. ...  He 
was protecting all of them [including the] Australians. 
[After the war when he returned home], his mother 
passed away but only his sister [was left] and she 
was smiling away to the brother. When she made him 
cross, she get-up and say, ‘Just because of me, you 
are alive. If I were not there you will be killed already 
because twice the gun landed on you, the bullets.’ 
So, he said ‘That its very true that [I was saved] 
because of my sister’. Yeah, the sister knew what was 
happening to her brother [during the war].
Sinehile Doilegu and Tohoa Doilegu
 
Yes, there were traditional help. There is a big, big 
saying that we had our clever mothers involved, ... 
Yes, my father experienced it. It was all the way, even 
the PIBs that left and went to the other parts of the 
country, they knew it. It was with them so there were 
hardly any casualties from the PIB that helped during 
the war, there was none. They all returned home and 
died here [in Milne Bay].  Our father knew that he was 
being protected by his mother. ... Coming from the 
Kwato Mission and their upbringing, they knew about 
the two powers, Christian God and their traditions 
and that God was powerful. .... They accepted both 
[forms of belief]. They needed each of them.
Taupili Palemeni
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From Fergusson, I think our traditions also helped to 
protect them. One old lady from Bogaboga, that’s 
at Rabaraba, was the one who support them. She 
was supporting them because her son was with 
them. Because of him, she supported the son and 
everybody. Her son was not hurt. She was supporting 
them by visiting them. And then one time, [the 
Japanese] got one of their high powered guns from 
their camp and the son sent word to Bogaboga and 
his mother went and he told her about the gun. She 
told him that, tonight she will get the gun back. So 
that night she went and got the gun back. My father 
was with him in the same tent and the gun was taken 
back from the Japanese. That old lady got the gun 
back. My father was with the guy, that Bogaboga 
man. His name is Billy ... 
Well he was you know that type of person so he 
just sent the word … they have a certain way of 
communicating. My daddy said that when he sent 
the word in the night when they were quiet in the tent 
that old lady came and flew down as a bird. And then 
not long after she came and walk in person and then 
that Billy told my father he said, ‘Your bubu is here.’  
And then he saw Billy and the mother talking about 
that high powered gun. The Australians didn’t see her. 
They were in a different tent. Billy showed everybody 
the gun that was returned in the morning. He told 
them about the old lady he said that old lady went 
and brought our gun back. And they have to believe 
him and the Colonel was happy because that was 
the only high powered gun they had and it had been 
stolen by the Japanese.
Robert Mamaga
 
Some mothers were able to use their powers to 
encourage animals to help their sons in time of need:
His mother [used] witchcraft ... to protect him from 
fighting but what he told me is they were at Buna and 
[it was] very hard to go in to the mainland because 
the ship dropped them off in the sea and they have 
to swim. Day and night, they have to float on the sea 
because when they try to go [ashore] the Japanese 
were there. So they have to float and some of them 
sank and died, even the Australians. But like we 
Papuans, their mothers or their uncles, they provided 
them with ... fish or shark to [help] float, because 
you can float on the salt water for about twenty-
four hours with heavy things on you. So, what they 
did is those things came to help them floating. Like 
dolphins or sharks or crocodiles, you know it depends 
on the old people. Some of them who were dying 
were helped. They were ... helping them ... so that’s 
how they survived. 
Philip Tuleya
 
Mother and child, Milne Bay c. 1943. The women of Milne Bay were 
famous for their witchcraft, which they used to protect their families 
during the war, especially when their sons went off to fight. (John Oxley 
Library, State Library of Queensland, World War II Photograph Album 
Bougainville and Milne Bay, 30166-0001-0053)
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During the Battle of Milne Bay women actively used 
their powers to influence the outcome of the battle:
The Taupota people claimed that their mothers put 
a black shield of black cloud and the Japanese 
were confused where the mainland was so that’s the 
whole reason why they went to Goodenough. And 
while they were out there at Goodenough [instead of 
the mainland].
Simon Basili 
In Milne Bay we live by our custom, what I mean by 
our custom is our ladies and even men they believe in 
culture. So, one of the histories is that the Japanese, 
they threw one of the bombs, but it came here but it 
didn’t explode. It hang on one of the trees, because 
of the power of our mothers just down here. So, the 
bomb didn’t explode. ... because of our mothers, ... 
the bomb was stopped from landing on the village... 
There were two women who diverted the bomb and it 
stuck on the leaf and did not explode. ... It was stuck 
on top of the pandanus and later they came and 
removed it, the soldiers. But it didn’t explode. 
Noweni Deboyamina
 
One Milne Bay woman could take to the air to help in 
the fighting:
 
Some of our women, they used to help our armies.... 
One woman at Yaleuwa, [called] Ambai. ... She had 
her own plane. ... Everybody knows and also soldiers 
know Ambai. They are fighting in the air, Ambai too 
is also fighting. So, she helped the Australians, New 
Zealanders and Americans. But they don’t recognize 
her plane. ....
One day, when the Japanese were coming, they 
said when you look up, you can’t see the sun, there 
[were so many planes] ...When they come in planes … 
I think [there are] two lines, one underneath and one 
on top. They came on top of that airport [Gurney]... 
One Australian pilot, he just ran down and got in his 
plane and when he took off he went and went and 
went inside the Japanese [formation]. He went on 
top and when he turned around ... there were bombs 
everywhere. So, when he went up there and he went 
through the Japanese planes and from there he 
started bombing those Japanese planes. By himself, 
one Australian pilot. [It was] hard for [the other 
Australian pilots] to take off from the airport. Only one 
young Australian pilot made it. 
Men were proud that their mothers were able to protect 
them and the people around them:
There were times in the nights that he would feel 
some forces present. He used to sleep with the 
Brigadier in his house and not with his mates in their 
camps. Sometimes the Brigadier will question Jack 
in the mornings that there was a visitor in their house 
during the night. So, Jack would reassure his boss 
that it was their custom and that anywhere they go, 
their mothers are always there to protect and watch 
over them against harm. ... During the war he was not 
harmed not even the Brigadier and this was another 
pride that he talked about. There were some soldiers 
who were harmed and died during the war but he 
was not harmed in anyway. He was not only proud 
of himself but also about his mother. Because he 
had faith in her so when he joined to help in the war, 
he was always protected by his mother until the war 
ended and he returned home ... While he was at Gili 
Gili and when bombs were thrown, she would use 
her witchy powers to cool them off or catch them 
and extinguish them, so they would not explode, 
especially where his son was so he would not be 
harmed.
Adrian Boitewa
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The air became a bit open and then everybody took 
off. They got in their planes and they took off. They 
went up and they helped their friend. Ambai was also 
there helping. There were other women helping the 
men fighting on the land. Only Ambai helped in the 
air. ... Ambai ... she’s the only women who helped in 
the army. She’s famous; her story is famous around 
the Bay.
Tom Dasi
An unexploded Japanese cluster bomb dropped on Goodenough Island, c. 1943. (Australian War memorial, PO3661.001)
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Kittyhawks of a RAAF fighter squadron going out on a flight over Milne Bay, September 1942. (Australian War Memorial, 026652)
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END OF THE WAR
After the Japanese unconditional surrender on 15 
August 1945, the Japanese forces in New Guinea laid 
down their weapons and a series of formal surrender 
ceremonies took place in Bougainville, Sepik, and at sea. 
The Milne Bay men in the PIB serving in Bougainville 
found out about the surrender from leaflets dropped 
from the sky. Their duties changed from fighting the 
Japanese to looking after them before they were sent 
home:
After the war a plane went and threw all the papers 
around Bougainville island so when they [the PIB] 
were in the bush they got those papers and they said 
‘Peace’. So they start walking out. Our own people 
were a bit okay when they were walking out but the 
Japanese, they tore their trousers, cut their shoes, 
break their guns and carry them and start walking 
out. War finished and they had to surrender. 
But after the war the Japanese too they were really 
suffering while they were waiting for boats to come 
and take them [home]. They moved them across to 
Rabaul ....[My father and] some of his friends ..were 
looking after the prisoners, the Japanese. So, they 
made a very big fence and they put all the Japanese 
here and the boat used to come and get them and 
take them home. My old man was telling me, how 
they treat those Japanese too, they used to carry 
this tinned before they used to say Navy bread. Navy 
bread biscuits. They used to carry the tin up on the 
ladder, they will just carry the whole tin up and they’ll 
pour the tin upside down. Inside the fence and then 
these Japanese will rush for the biscuits. Our side 
won the war, so how will they treat them too like 
prisoners.
Meseko Tobby
 
When the PIB soldiers finally returned to their villages 
it was bittersweet, as they had to say goodbye to the 
firm friends they had made during the months and 
sometimes years they were away fighting the Japanese:
He was sad [coming home] because all the way 
from Bougainville to Rabaul, Lae and then this North 
Coast ... his friends [were] dropped off [along] the way, 
that made him sad. 
Meseko Tobby
 
Families were overjoyed, however, to see their men 
again when they returned from their service with the PIB:
My father and his friends came back together as a 
group and they were dropped off at Mwapwamoiwa 
government station in Fergusson and then their 
relatives went and brought them home. There was a 
very very big welcome home party and those PIBs, 
they marched around to show their people that they 
returned from the war with their uniforms and flag 
raised up they marched, the whole day. They were 
still wearing green laplaps as their uniform.
Robert Mamaga
 
Although the war had officially ended, many of the 
civilians who had had to leave their villages during the 
war experienced delays in returning home. When they 
were eventually able to return, they found their villages 
changed:
After the war, we returned to our villages. When 
we came, we had to live in the mountains for some 
time before moving down to our villages. While we 
were living in the mountains, the men came down to 
village and built our houses again. There were a lot of 
iron roofing left after the war. Also, other war remains 
so our men used them to build our houses again at 
the beach and we settled there....
When we returned, our properties were destroyed, 
trees, coconut trees chopped down, animals like pigs 
and chicken were killed while we were a way.... All 
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After the war and when we came, we didn’t come 
down here, we stayed in the mountain because the 
[American] army were still here… they were here still 
staying. 1945 we came over and were living on the 
mountains. Nobody came back here because the 
army is still here...[In] maybe 1946 December they all 
went away. They went back. And from there 1947, we 
came down and occupy this location here. When we 
came everything was damaged, houses, pigs and 
dogs and chickens and everything gone. Breadfruit 
and everything was damaged.
Because this place [Gamadoudou] was like a city, 
this one you can see now trees are coming up but 
when we came back it was like a city. No trees, no 
nothing...During the war, [the army] came and spoilt 
everything, they made the road, and damaged 
everything, houses and water and everything they 
spoil it. My hamlet was used to build a hospital, the 
one I am living on, they made hospital. Americans 
our things were damaged. Our pigs and chicken [had 
been] slaughtered and eaten by the soldiers. 
Baroni Douglas 
Prior to the Japanese surrender on Bougainville, millions of leaflets were dropped by aeroplanes over Japanese lines calling on them to surrender. 
The leaflets told of the effects of the atomic bomb and announced that the Japanese government had sought terms of surrender. When the news 
of the Japanese surrender was announced on 15 August, the planes took off and within an hour dropped 231,000 leaflets announcing the news to 
Japanese troops. Seen here is a copy of one of the leaflets dropped over Japanese lines. August 1945. (Australian War Memorial, 019006)
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build the Hospital. ... But as you can see there are 
many cements here and where I am living was their 
general hospital. 
Rima Doboela
 
Their villages were affected and properties destroyed. 
They had to start their lives all over again, rebuild 
their lives. 
Noweni Deboyamina
 
Although the Administration had supplied food to the 
displaced villagers during the war, this ended once the 
war was officially over:
The government stopped supplying us food when 
the war ended here, so we had to look for our own 
food elsewhere. The government was supplying 
food during the war and they stopped when the war 
ended. ... 
All our gardens were destroyed during the war but 
there were some food seedlings or plants left behind 
from the gardens and we also brought some seeds 
from the people we were living with [during the war] 
and we replanted our food gardens. We were away 
for one year but some of the food had new growths, 
like yams, taro and banana seedlings. We had to 
feed on whatever was left while we planted new 
gardens. We were feeding on bush fruits and wild 
nuts like chestnuts and sago. We used to make sago 
and feed on it...
We had to run away [during the war] because that’s 
what the government told us to do. And after the war, 
the government asked us to return to our homes. 
Laudiyole Lolo
 
Villagers were surprised to see the amount of supplies 
that had been left at the former army bases and were 
further shocked to find the army and the administration 
were willing to destroy them, rather than share with the 
local people:
After the war, [my father] Apeka and his father went 
down to Bolebole Goilanai to visit the army camp. A 
team from the ANGAU division unit of the Australian 
Infantry Brigade had set fire and destroyed most of 
the buildings, machines and vehicles after the war. 
Apeka, who was then sixteen years old boy witnessed 
the remaining of the burnt down kitchen and the 
demolished military camp where his father had 
collected food supplies during the war...
He helped his father collect and gather half burnt 
roofing irons and timbers to construct a new house 
for the family....
I don’t know the reasons behind why they destroyed 
most of the buildings, vehicles and machines. Most 
of those destroyed machines still live in the jungles 
today... a lot of vehicles were lined up and burnt down 
in those times and the wrecks still remain today. 
Whatever machines were used during the war. After 
the Engineering group left the Australians were the 
last. The few of them that were left destroyed most of 
the things. 
Joe Tore
 
When they left they dug holes, cemented them and 
loaded all the war things and now they are there. 
They buried the war things in one big hole. If you go 
around Goodenough Island, there are plenty of holes 
loaded with saucepans, plates, cups and everything 
buried after the war. Guns also. The village people 
dug up one of the holes and broke the cement 
and got all the kitchen utensils out. These careless 
boys dug up plenty of the holes and got guns out. 
And there are more holes with war things inside on 
Goodenough Island. They use the guns to do silly 
things like rascal activities on Goodenough Island 
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and Fergusson Island. There are a lot of dumps and 
they spoilt the land for gardening activities and for 
people to build houses.
Robert Mamaga
 
There were numerous remains of the war, things like 
their tools and dozers … I said to my friends, I wish we 
were smart enough and we would steal some of their 
things. They did not give any of the things to us but 
they destroyed and buried some of them. They buried 
all of them and only few remains left. There were 
plenty dozers and trucks, their tools and everything. 
They destroyed all of them. Things like machines, 
graders … There were some white men that come by 
to search for the remains for the war.
Mary Lucy Goelu
 
When they returned, in 1946, 1947 there were still 
soldiers around. ... The Gamadoudou people landed 
at the hills … The Australian Military Police were 
guarding this place and all the wreckages left by 
the Americans, they were guarding them.  They 
don’t want the locals to come and rip off things and 
take them. ...After the war, when we returned the 
government paid war compensation to the people 
and then the government collected everything as 
dump; and there was a ship that came from overseas 
and loaded all the dumps and took them overseas. 
Some were buried and some good ones were 
dumped in the sea like dozers, graders, tip-a-trucks 
and others. But the bad ones remained here. After 
that the government took everything and paid war 
compensation. The war dumps were sold and the 
government took the money, and that was in 1949.
Galahodi Delidelito
 
The Australian Administration did, however, pay 
compensation to the local people for losses they had 
incurred during the war:
When the army left, the government was already 
here to control everything, to look after everything. It 
was ANGAU already here. And then we came down 
from the mountain [to this] location here. And after 
that government paid us compensation.
Every individual was paid for the damages done to 
their properties, war damages. The ANGAU paid war 
damages to the people. But I can’t remember how 
much they paid us because my father got the money 
and not me. ...
Rima Doboela
In 1946 at the war ended and we all returned to our 
villages. At Sivalai, the government asked [us] to 
remain until the Americans and the Japanese left 
before we returned to our village at Kilakilana. My 
mother passed away while we were at Sivalai and I 
returned with my father, my brother and my sisters. 
My other brother passed away too so he was also 
buried at Sivalai. He got sick and passed away. 
When we returned to our village, we were informed 
that we will receive compensation for the damages 
done to our properties. We were paid K10, 000 for 
the damages done to our properties. The death of 
my brother was compensated with K1, 000. That was 
done by the government. Those were the amounts of 
money we received for damages done to our homes, 
pigs and betelnuts and other things. The government 
came and paid us with money.
Sapiedi Loiyabada
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The government had to compensate us for the 
damages done to our things and they paid us with 
money. War claim money that the government paid 
us for the damages done to our houses, clay pots 
and costumes and traditional materials like fishing 
nets, hunting nets and anything valuable that was 
destroyed during the war was compensated for 
through the war claim. We were asked to list the 
things damaged and the government paid us.
Laudiyole Lolo
The wreck of a Japanese tricycle conveyance, abandoned after the Battle of Milne Bay, September 1942. (Australian war Memorial, 026625)
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AFTERMATH
The war has had long-lasting effects on the people of 
Milne Bay. For some people it took away opportunities:
The war affected my education, which I never 
completed after the war because I was already a 
young girl, more matured by then.
Baroni Douglas
 
For others it provided different opportunities:
My aunty married a soldier, white man during that 
time. My aunty is dead but the husband is still alive 
and living in Australia. They had two children but one 
died.
Margaret Cardigan
 
Some people feared that war would return and destroy 
their peaceful lives, and its impact has continued to 
create difficulties:
When big planes come and fly, [my father would] 
says ‘Ay maybe this is war’. So, there are times when 
very big planes come very low to go to land at Gili Gili 
Airport, he sometimes says, ‘Hey! This must be war’.  
That’s one of the things I heard from his mother. That 
was after the war when they resettled here...
But for younger generations, for myself, we have 
all these dumps- all the concrete- and all the land 
especially gardening sites is filled with corals and 
gravel and very hard for us to use it for agricultural 
practices. We suffer in some way but because we 
couldn’t ask for compensation, so it’s left as it is. Or 
the means through which we can turn all these things 
[war dumps] to generate income for us, and this is 
one opportunity for us to take advantage of the war 
wrecks and everything about it.
Galahodi Delidelito
 
The experience made the people who lived through 
it aware of how resilient they could be. It has provided 
lessons for the younger generations: 
I think that he was courageous and he really meant 
to defend his country, you know beautiful Milne Bay 
that’s all I can say. He didn’t want to lose it, I would 
say that. He was just like uncle Eli Dickson and the 
other who took part.
Timo Deiwili
 
During those times when she was strong and fit 
she used to tell us stories about the war but she is 
growing old and her memory has been fading so she 
can’t to remember the stories. Her experience during 
the war was a pride for her because she was born 
already and a little girl when the war came and she 
witnessed it. She takes pride in telling and retelling 
stories about the war to her children. 
Noweni Deboyamina
 
My dad said it [the war] was a sad thing too. You 
know they were fighting for freedom or whatever but 
he said it was sad because some innocent lives were 
lost at that time too. So I too when it comes to ANZAC 
Day and when I see my things, wreckages I always 
think of what my father said to me. 
Noweni Deboyamina
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During ANZAC Day/Remembrance Day, I used to just 
go and march with them because I used to think of 
him … It’s a painful experience to lose a love one, a 
family member.
Arthur Solomon
 
As his child, I take pride in my father’s story and that 
he took part in the war so we are part and parcel to 
the war. So when they ask me, what have you done 
and I say, ‘My father went to war and he helped win 
the war.’
Dago Philemon
After the war Milne Bay was littered with debris from the war. Even today war relics can be found in the waters and in the jungles surrounding Milne 
Bay. (Australian War Memorial, 070388)
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A young Papuan boy reads the plaque that was erected in 1949 at 
Goilahai, to commemorate the victory over the Japanese in September 
1942. The inscription reads: ‘18th Australian Infantry Brigade. In this area 
on 5 September 1942 the 2/9th Battalion supported by 9th Battery, 
2/5th Field Regiment, inflicted the final decisive defeat on the Japanese 
force which had attempted to seize Milne Bay. As a result of his action 
in this battle, Corporal J.A. French won the first Victoria Cross awarded 
in the Southwest Pacific Campaign. Award was posthumous.’. (Australian 
War Memorial, 041515)
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Interviewee: Adrian Boitewa 
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Interviewee: Aiva Dileina
Interview Location: Maiwara
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Interview Location: Gamadoudou
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Interview Location: Kaloi Village
Interviewee: Arthur Solomon
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Interviewee: Barbra Damaya
Interview Location: Alotau
Interviewee: Baroni Douglas
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Interviewee: Bella Liedi
Interview Location: Alotau
Interviewee: Bigore Mikari
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Interviewee: Dago Philemon
Interview Location: Wagawaga
Interviewee: Fred Gerowaga
Interview Location: Alotau
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Interviewee: Jeffery Evenette
Interview Location: Alotau
Interviewee: Jessie Kedagia
Interview Location: Alotau
Interviewee: Joe Tore
Interview Location: Alotau
Interviewee: Julian Justus Eroro
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Interviewee: Laudiyole Lolo
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Interviewee: Lolo Tubaiyodi
Interview Location: Bou
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Interviewee: Lydia Bernard
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Interviewee: Maiogaru Luke
Interview Location: Gabugabuna
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Interviewee: Margaret Cardigan
Interview Location: Ladava Elementary 
School
Interviewee: Margo Doilegu
Interview Location: Alotau
Interviewee: Meseko Tobby
Interview Location: Waema
Interviewee: Moki Malaila
Interview Location: Ahioma
Interviewee: Muyawa Basinauro
Interview Location: Rabe
Interviewee: Nelson Mark
Interview Location: KB Mission
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Interview Location: Alotau
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